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This study aims atproviding a comprehensive
overview of the research project conducted in

the Kurdistan Region of Iraq between October
2023 and February 2024.

The survey was administered between
December 2023and January 2024, targeting
1,024 potential migrants (including IDPs)
across the KRI governorates of Erbil, Dohuk,
and SulaymaniyahThe surveytargeted both
aspiring and intending migrantof Iraqi
nationailty.

Main Findings

The surveyed demographionsists ofyoung,
educated individuals, often employed in
servicerelated sectors. Notably, many live
within multi-earner households with a
significant proportion being singl&Vhile the
survey took place in the Kurdistan Region of
Iraq, a portion of respondents originate from
federal Iraq

Findings indicate that a considerable portion of
respondents often think of migration, with
some actively preparing for it. Young people,
particularly in Dohuk and Erbil, show a higher
inclination to migrate than those in
Sulaymaniyah

The primary drivers of migration among
individuals are lack of economipportunities
and bad quality of lifefollowed by political
instability and restricted personal freedoms.
Younger respondents attribute their desire to
migrate to the lack of economimpportunities

In Dohuk and Sulaymaniyah, the leading
drivers of migration are lack of economic
opportunitiesand bad quality of life and well
being, while in Erbil concerns are more
balanced across lack of economic
opportunities,  political  instability and
unstable security conditions.

Family influence plays a significant role on
migration decisions, often discouraging
potential migrants from migrating.

Contrastingly, friends both in Iraq and abroad,
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encourage migration. These findingare
consistent across various demographic
analy®s.

There is a distinct inclination towards Europe
as a preferred destination. GermaryK,and
Canadaare the most favoured countries.
Primary motivations for selecting these
destinations are the prospects of enhanced
economic situation and a better quality of life.
Interestingly, familial ties appear to be a less
influential factor in destination choice h&se
pull factors align with the push factors for
leaving Iraq.

Regarding information needs, the information
on the cost of the migration journeyis
identified as the most valable information,
followed by legal migration processes and
requirements, advice on how to assess the
credibility of migration agentsas well as
personal stories from migrants who have
successfully followed legal pathways. Female
respondens and older people give more value
to suchinformation than male and younger
respondents. This finding highlights the
significance  of developing customised
canpaigns that cater to the unique
information needs of various demographic
sub-groups of potential migrants.

A significant majority of potential migrants
have not taken any preparatory steps towards
migration yet. Among those who have,
gathering information on migrath and
contacting personal networks (friends and
family) for assistancere the first steps Those
likely to migrate in the near future la a
higher level of readiness compared to the
others

Timeline for preparatory steps vas, with the
majority taking three to six months to
complete them.

The majority of respondents plan to finance
their migration using their personal savings,
while sponsorship from parents or siblings
emerge as the second most popular financing

alongside community leaders, generally  option, particularly among the younger age
y
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cohort, reflecting a (greater financial
dependeng. Conversely, selling houses and
assetsconstitute significant funding source
for the older cohort.

Family and friendgn Iraq and abroagmerge
as a source of assistance. While fanmslythe
primary source of financial support, friendse
the most substantial source of information.
The biggest challenges faced during migration
preparationare acquiring thenecessarnfunds
and obtaining a visa. Obtaining the required
documents and navigating slow bureaucratic
processes also emerge assues Finding a
credible agent desnot seem to bea relevant
challenge.

The majority of respondents dismiss the idea
of travelling without a valid passport and legal
documents. Only a smallportion of
respondents indicatavillingness to undertake
such travel. Femaleespondens, on the other
hand express a firm rejectionto migrate
irregularly. Younger respondentare more
open to undergo irregular migrationThose
who are not able to finance the journey seem
more willing toreject irregular migration.

Those who rely on family and friends are the
least likely to consider irregular migration,
while those who rely on TV and radio are more
open to the idea. The two main significant
reasons for choosing irregular migrati@me
being quicker and cheaper.

With regard to access to informationon
migration, many respondents report partial
access and moderate awareness of options.
The majority feel moderately confident of the
accuracyof the informationthey have. Social
media and personal networks emerge as key
sources of information, while MRCs and
government websitesire less trusted for their
reliability, especially among the young aoh

Moreover, respondents feel welhformed m
their legal rights as migrants. The areas where

7 J8)3 0" @83

7J8)S

they lack information are asylum procedures,
documentation, and legal status, as well as
dealing with law enforcement.

Understanding of legal pathways vagi&Vhile
only few respondents arenot aware of any
options, the majoritybelieve to be eligible for
work visa and humanitarian assistance.
Younger respondents concentrate more on
student visaswhile the older cohort focuses
on family reunification visas. A considerable
percentage of respondents feel ineligible or
are uncertain about their options.

Social inclusion, housing, and employment are
perceived as the most accessible aspects in the
destination country in the event of irregular
migration. Conversely, asylum acceptance,
unemployment benefits and language
learning are considered more difficult to
achieve. Results indicate that services provided
by or depenént on the governmentre more
difficult to achieve than services gained
through personal connections and efforts.

Family members in the destination country
influence migration. The nre frequent the
contactwith family is, the higher the influence
and, in this case the encouragement to
migrateare.

Migration information primarily reaches the
public through social media platforms,
followed by family and friends, other migrants,
and TV andadio. When inquiring about the
most effective communication methods for
delivering campaign messages, social media
platforms remain the most popular channel,
followed by TV and Radio.

Lastly,with regard tothe impact of migration
information  campaigns half of the
respondents feel that campaigns discourage
migration, while a smaller fraction feel that
they do not have a significant impact. Very few
respondents feel that they encourage
migration.
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Iraq, a country with a rich history and diverse cultural heritage, has faced significant challenges in
recent decades, includingolitical instability, armed conflict, and economic hardship. The conflict
against Iran in the 1980s, the Gulf War in 199®1, the 2003JSled invasion of the country, the
200607 sectarian violence, and the conflict against ISIS have displaced millions of people, both within
the country and internationally. Although many have managed to return to their places of origin or
build a life aboad, others are still in displacement and, in some cases, planning to migrate abroad.
Within this context, the Kurdiah Region of Iraq (KRI) has emerged as a relatively stable and
prosperous region, attracting individuals from across Iraq and neighbouring countries seeking refuge,
economic opportunities, and a better quality of life. However, the region also grapplestsvibwn
unique set of soci@conomic and political issues, including internal displacement, ethnic tensions,
and limited employment opportunitieprompting many Iraqgis to leave their country

For these reasons the KRIrepresentsa crucialplace for understanding migration patterns and
dynamics in the region. This research project seeks to contribute to the existing knowledge on
migration inand fromlraq by providing empirical insights into the aspirations, concerns, perceived
risk awareness and knowledge on migration, information needs, and decis&ing processes of
individuals contemplating migration, thereby informing the development of targétetventions to
support potential migrantsn the region.A more nuanced, deepernderstandingof the needs,
knowledge, and perceptions of potential migrargentributes greatly to thedesignof effective
migration informationcampaignghat address their concerns and empower them to make informed
decisions on migration.

Against this background, the projebtigration information and awareness raising on the risks of
irregular migration in IragMIRAMI) aims at creating and developing migration information campaigns
to raise awareness among potential irregular migrants from Iraq about the risks and consequences of
irregular migration and inform them about potential legal pathways or their rightee countries of
destination. In doing so, theverallproject shall contribute to (1) increased safe legal migration from
Iraq, (2) reduced irregular migration from Iraq and (3) improved access to information, thus providing
concrete support to potential Iragi migrants. By combining quantitative and qualitative methods, this
research offers valuable insights into the complex dyitanof migration in the region and lays the
groundwork for the development and implementation of targeted migration information campaigns.

The purpose of this report is to provide a comprehensive overview of the research conducted in the
KRI between October 2023 and February 2024. It ansitiieeresults of the currentesearchin light

2F SEAaGAY3I NBaSINDK 2y GKS G2LAO a Sttt | a
campaigns Besides, itorings together the relevant findings and lessonfom different research
strands that have been conducted since the beginning of the MIR¥Adjéct, namely the background
research, theeturnee report, and the qualitative and quantitativesearch conducted in the fielth

doing so, the report attemgto grasp and understand the information needs, risk awareness, and
preparation levels of potential migrants in Iraq, thus informing the campaign design during the
following steps and enriching ICMPD work on the ground.

The primary target group of the project and main beneficiary of the campaignis, therefore,
potential migrants in Iraq. As emerged from field research, the profile of potential migratiie KRI
is similar to that of other potential migrantsin line with other empirical findingspur research

Iw9!l /12 WLNYIA aAdNroa22y G2 9dzZNBLIS Ay HamcY t NRUf Sa

2al @ONRg WATE ! fLJSa FYR bAyyl beoSNB {DNByas
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L NNB 3 dzft I NJ aAdN)r a2y GKNRdzZERIYya QA yF2RY N
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reveals that potential migrants tend to believe that they have good or enough information on the
migration process in general as well as on the specific situation at the intended countries of
destination. Family and friends abroad or within their own comityare usually perceived to be the
most reliable and trustworthy sources of information, although the literature has shown that the
information they share might overlook the risks and challenges of irregular migration and
overemphasise the socieconomic conditions in the countries of destination. For this reason,
migration information and awareness raising campaigns can provide useful and reliable information
on migration, guiding or supporting potential migrants in their decisitaking process.

This report is organised as follows: After the introduction, Chapter 2 provides an overview of migration
intentions and aspirations, shedding light on the underlying motivations and desires propelling
individuals towards migration, while also analysingphevailing migration patterns and trends within

the Iragi context. Additionallythe chapterprovides a summary dhe previouslydiscussednsights
outlined in an earlierBackground Reporand integratesany emergent trends or developments
observedsinceits publication andup to the presenttime. Moving forward, Chapter 3 thoroughly
outlines the methodology and research design employed in the stpiyiding insights into the
systematic approach adopted to collect and analydevantdata. In Chapter 4, attention is directed
towards analysinginformation and awarenesgising measuren migration, highlighting the
strategies employed to disseminate crucial information and enhance awareness among potential
migrants. Chapter 5 is dedicated to andepth examination of migrant profiles, meticulsiy
examining their demographic characteristics, the barriers or facilitators influencing migration
decisions, structural drivers shaping migration from Iraq, as well as the levels of risk awareness and
confidence prevalent amongotential migrants. Chapter 6 focuses on the intricate dynamics of
messaging, messengers, and communication channels utilised in the context of migration from Iraq,
analysing their effectiveness and impact on potential migrants. Finally, Chagtemg conclusions
based on key fidings, as well as actionable recommendations aimed at advocating for a
comprehensive approach to designing information and awarengising campaign$or potential
migrants
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2.1 Introduction

This section explas the mainmigration patterns and trends from Iraq. By closely examining the
contemporary political factors influencing migration, we aim to provitkighss into the complex
interplay between socigolitical dynamics and migration flows. Moreover, our analysis delves into
the policy and institutional framework within Irag, shedding light on the regulatory landscape and
administrative structures that shape médion processes. Through thisdepth exploration, we aim

to gain a comprehesive understanding of the multifaceted aspects surrounding migration from Irag.

2.2 Migration from Iraqg patterns & trends

Migration dynamicsin Iragpresent a complex scenario shaped by a myriad of push and pull factors
including successive waves of conflictocioeconomic challengesand climate changé. The
Background Reporxhartedthe main characteristics, trends, and patterns of migration within, from,
and to Iraq in order tooffer a clear understanding of thmainmigration dynamics and factois the
country, as well as tday the foundations for the design and implementation of quantitative and
qualitative research in the fieltiThe reportfocuses particularly othe period since the defeat of I1SIS

in December 2017, during which Irdigs witnessed relative stability, economic improvements in
certain regions, and the return of displaced individuals to their homes. However, unemployment,
political uncertainty, and a desire for freedom continued to propel young people out of the country
often in an irregular way due tdne lackof legal migration pathways. The KRI, though relatively stable,
has also experienced emigration due to economic and political instability. Demographic trends,
marked by a significant increase in the workamge poplation and high youth unemploymertiave
intensified migration pressures. Nevertheless, there has been limited research focusing on lIraqi
emigration trends The subsequent section will delve deeper into the curmmttemporary political
factors influencing migratiodecisions as well aonomic and environmentalrivers of migration

HOPHOMZINNBY i LRt AaOlf TdLO 2SN &l 8S QiaNyB3/ RYAA NI 2 2 Y

The trends and patterns of migration from Iraq have been significantly influenced by various factors
over the years, including conflict, economic instability, and environmental challenges. Midration
northern Iraq is predominantly driven by conflict, whiteat from southern Iraq migration tends to be
linked to economicand environmentalfactors such as thelecreaseof arable landdue to
desertification salinisation and water scarcityThe situation in Iraq remains precarious for civilians,
with thousands being displaced by violence and persecution, making refuge both internally and in
neighbouring countries increasinglifficult.®

At the beginning of 2024, Iraq continues to face a number of challenges due to a complicated political
landscape, volatile security situatipas well as protracted humanitarian and development needs.
Despite the end of the conflict with ISIS, the humanitarian situation remains dire, characterised by
general instability, protracted internal displacemeand lackor poor qualityof public services. As a
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result of years of violent conflict, Iraq continues to face a multitude of challenge®obim
humanitarianand structurallevek, including displacements of populationsocialand economic }
dysfunctions,and unresolvedtensions and grievancésHumanitarian and protection needs remain
significant across the countrgis indicated by the latesigures fromtheL ha Q&4 5A &aLJ I OSYS
Matrix (DTM)DTM data also show that more than 4.8 million individuals have returned to their areas d
of origin (mainly Ninewa, Anbar, Kirkuk, SalabDial, and Baghdadymong whom more tha600,000 (_J
live in locationswith particularly challegingconditions.Around 1.3 million IDPare mainlylocatedin
Ninewa, Dahuk, Erbil, Sulaymaniyah, Kirkuk, SalBimaDiyala, and Anbaimong whommore than
160,000live in camps.

A combination of complex challenges impedhs return and effective locaintegration of many
individuals, particularly in terms of accessingsic public services. Marginalisgtbups, including
women, girls and individualswith disabilities areparticularlyvulnerable toincreasedsecurity and
protection risks due twariousbarriers Thesebstacles may includegaumasresultingfrom conflicts,
stigmatisation and social norms, harassmeand limited livelihood opportunitiesRsks include
exploitation and abuse, trafficking in persons, economic insegariiy inadequate access &ssential
public servicesuch asealth care and education. In additiomanyface mobility restrictions due to
a lack of civil documentatioh.

2.3 Policy and Institutional framework in Iraq
HPo PR RENIBIFNY | yOS

{AyOS (KS 20SNIKNRBG 2F G(GKS .1 QFGiKA&G NBIAYS Ay
undergone a significant shift. Previously perceived as predominantly Sunni Arab in its identity, the
power dynamlcs in Iraq have seen a transition towar@&h&Kurdish alliance. This reallgnment has

ledi2 GKS LREAGAOFE YR &20AFf YIFINBAYFIfAALFGAZY
national identity and its sectarian and ethnic power balatfce. F

(L) WO N

The current state of governance in Iraq presents a complex picture marked-ggiog challenges (.,
and developmerd The governance structure in Iraq is characterised by efforts towards
democratisation and stability, as evidenced by the provincial council elections held in December 2023,

the first since 2013. These elections saw a dominant performance by a coalit®ni'afpolitical

parties known as the Coordination Framework, which supports the current governineitiie KRI, ;
the political landscape has be marked by delays and uncertaintisarrounding parliamentary ("‘
elections. Initially scheduled for October 2022, the elections were postponed due to disagreements (i
between the twomajor Kurdish politicapartiesand subsequent legal dispuseAlthough a new date J
was set for February 2024, the Independent Electoral High Commission informed thef KRG <-«
inability to conduct elections on this date, leading to further postponeméhts }

The inclusion of minorities in Ir&democratic system is a critical yet complex task. The ca@ntry
religious diversity and historical minority communities such as Yazidis, Christians, and others, face
significant challenges, including violent attacks, displacement, and economic struggles. Strengthening
minority representation in government is essemtiar addressing these issuddonetheless, inte
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2021 elections, largdactions took advantagef the newelectoral law tosecurecontrol over minority
seats therebydiminishingthe ability of smakr communities to select their representativés

Regardingmigration policies and challenges, Ir&gperiences notablegressure due to internal
displacement and the return of refugeand IDPsThe country is encouraged to find durable solutions
for IDPsand to address the humanitarian needs of returnees and repatriates from ca&upgort by
the international communityis deemed essential for Iraq tdfectivelymanage these challenges

At thenational level, sveral measures have been taken to address migration. In 2018/ithistry of
Migration and DisplacemeniMoMD) developed the National Policy for the Involvement of Iraqgis
abroad in National developmentvhich has, however, not yet been approvdd. 2020, the Iraqi
governmentin collaboration withthe International Orgamation for Migration(IOM) undertook an
assessment known as tivigration Governance Indicator (MGI). This assessmeatnired 90facets

of L NJ rat@rdal capacity for managing migration, adhering to international reference standards
across sikey areas.The assessmentnderlined both strengths and areas requiring enhancement
within lrag@ migration managementiramework Subsequently, Hese findings led to the
establishment of a Technical Working Group encompassing various ministries and officials from the
KRG and the developmentf a National Migration StrategyNMS) While the MoMD internally

F LILINE SR GKA& adNraGS3aes Al gl Ada TdzNI KSNI NI GAC‘;\
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Iraqg has been actively engaged in regional consultgpiracesses regarding migration, including Q
participation in theBali Process since 2002, the Budapest Process since 2010, ahathBegional
Consultative Process on Migration and Refugee Affairs (ARCP) since 2015. In 2019, Iraq, along with
other countries, endorsed the Istanbul Commitments on the Silk Routes Partnership for Migration, }
focusing on key areas such as regular migratlabour market assessments, and student mobility.
Furthermore, the Government incorporated migratioglated matters into coopration agreements

with Finland, the Kingdom of the Netherlands, and Norway in 2021, as well as a similar agreement
with Sweden in 2022Additionally, informal cooperation arrangements on migration have been
established with Syria and Turkiye in 262Within the Budapest Process, Irag-claairs - with
Bulgaria- a Committee onaw Enforcement Cooperation, since 2023

At the internationallevel Irag has received support and acknowledgment for its efforts towards
stability and reform. The United Nations Assistance Mission for Irag (UNAMI) and various countries
have recognised Ird& commitment to improving public services, pursuing economic diversification,
and addressing humanitarian needs. However, concerns remain regarding the continued attacks by
non-State armed groups and the regional spillover of conflicts, which threate@Ipmggress® The

EU has been a longstanding partner to Iraq in its migration efforts, particularly regarding the
implementation of theNMSand compliance to the UKslobal Compact for Migration. The Hdq
Partnership and Cooperation Agreement (2012) ouditiee aim for a comprehensive dialogue on
migrationrelated issues, includingflegal migration, smuggling of migrants atdfficking in human
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beings as well as the inclusion of the migration concerns in the national giteatéor economic and
social developmeri¥article 105):6

Moreover, the collaboration between Austria and Irag on migration matters has intensified since the
opening of the Austrian Embassy in Baghdad in September, 20B8 a focus on itensified
information exchangeelated to combating croséorder crime, including human traffickingeturn

and reintegration assistangcand awarenessaising on the risks afregularmigration!’ Iraq is party

to severalinternational agreements on migration. In 2021, the MoMD signed a Memorandum of
Understanding (MoU) with UNDP to support the return and reintegration of displaced people and an
enabling environment for stabdftion in Iraq'®

HPo®y A ASWMSHMISNY T a2y f |yR f20Ff adl(1SK2f RSNA

Irregular migration has spurred significarigagement in Iraq from both international organisations
and local stakeholders over the yeai&he complex phenmenon of irregulariy® has prompted
collaboration efforts aimed to understand the underlying factarsl devise effective strategies for
addressingt. ThelOM actively workd in preparation for the Global Compact for Safe, Orderly and
Regular MigratiofGCM)Regional Review Conferenitet took place in 202IThey organised ane-

day National Outreach Evengathering 21 representatives of ngovernmentGCMstakeholders
from 18 differentorganisationsCollectivelythey agreed that drivers of migration from Iraq include
economic conditionsis well agolitical and security issuelloreover,stakeholders called for Irag
further develop the rule of law and join binding international agreements, including the 1951 Refugee
Conventiorand its 1967 Protocol, as well as the ILO 1958 Discrimin@borention in order to better
protect migrants in IragSakeholders also highlighted the importance of efficient, community
oriented, and protection-basedborder management processes and adequate facilffies.

Irregularmigration situation in Iraq

Engaging in interviews with stakeholders provided a nuanced perspective on the state of irregular
migration in IraqOne recurring themevas the challenging environmeand the living conditions of
the youth in KRIwhere irregular migration is perceived to be increasifigs sentiment is observed
in the wholeof Iraq, wherethe situation is impacting its youth populatigue to economic instability,
displacement, and ogoing conflict As one stakeholder put it:

Ytaq is always facing a crisis and especially the youth are bearing a disproportionate Miithea!
the conflict and displacement thaavehappened in the past, there is a protracted economic crisis
that leaves the young increasingly hopeless and frustrated. Tens of thousands of Iragis are deciding

to leave their home country, despite the logistical difficulties and the risk to their Insskiow
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about this. Many made it to Europe after weeks of journey. Based on how we see the situation, illegal
immigration is still continuous in spite of all the focus on transition and development in all sectors of ~ }

NGOLILUTKA, 2024) C
However, despite, the difficulties and risks associated with irregular migradigignificant number G
of Iraqis, especially among théazidi community, are forced to legwwith return often deemed (}/
impossible due to security reasoimstheir areas of originAsanother stakeholder highlighted:

)

W [irregular migration]has definitely increased among the Yazidi community because they have
been living in IDP camps and their area of origin (Sinjar/Shingal) is still not safevdwi®ts armed

groups there that make return impossilfierazda, 2024). }
Cther stakeholders claied that irregular migration has been increasing, driven by aspirations for (;
either family reunification visas in Europgr encouragement from relatives abroathe decrease in (
support from governmental and negovernmental sourceshight alsocontribute to a sense of being <-./
let down, further encouraiggirregular migration }
YBorder crossing out of Iraq] has increased. Yeah, more than before because of the situation in
Kurdistan and in Iraq generally, you know. Many people are jobless tmeléerswhen they mention }
Europe, they say they will try to get to Italy, for example, because they can move to another country
easily. | think Germany and The Netherlands are where most people wanfii®db,. 2024). (i
Ytregular migration is increasing actually, because there are many families here working on the N\

R20dzySy il A2y G2 LINROSaa (GKS FlYAf& NBdzyATFAOI W
them because we promised them that there will be more support for them here year by year, either }
by the government or by NGOs. In fact, support started decreasing while at the same time people is

asking for more help(@m al NooiChurch of Ankawa, 2024).

U4h Sulaimani ifirregular migration]is increasing because many people here have many relatives and
friends who are living in Europe. These relatives abroad encourage the people here t8dgave.
keeps increasing and more illegally because it is the fastest way to(fdae Osman Alaf Mosque,
2024).

Interestingly, there were different views from the stakeholders regarding the trajectory of irregular
migration, with some participants indicating a perception of increasing trends, while others
understandingit as adecreasing phenomenon. The decreasing shift is attributed to a growing
realisation among those individuals that seeking economic opportunities in Irag may be more
preferable than engaging in irregular migration, despite all the challengis. impact of past
migration experiences, such as wising deaths during migration attempts, and demographic shifts,
particularly the mass migration of certain religious groups, might also play a megativelyshaping
migration decisions.

Wfeel it is decreasing because people seatiow that, if they stay here and find a job and keep
trying, this is better than wasting time in illegal st€fFive one Labs, 2024).

LAY WV YN YT

WFor now, we can say it is decreasing because we have withessed many death cases of people
YAINF GAYy3I ANNBIdzZ NI ed ¢KAEA KIFI& AYLI OGSR LIS2 LI g
is that the majority of Christians and Yazidis have alreadyateid in large quantities and left Mosul, (_,
a2 GKSNBQa yz2i0 Ylye tSTlG y20AThyeBr AsséciatidrSior g K 2 Ki 1}
Development, 2024).

9i | 1 S K 2ifitdR/@WsEnvere crucial to gain a deeper understanding dfet nature of their !
operational activities, their collaborative partnernd related aspect of theion-the-groundwork ("\
This overviews beneficial to either identify the gaps in servigvision oridentify the stakeholders (
that can be leveraged for the migration information campaighise types of activities and services Q
varied among the stakeholders, witmostly being involved in empowerment and support for
vulnerable groupgincluding refugees, IDPs, youth, womgmpviding serviceand facilitating them }

M C }
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in finding job opportunities Religious leadersend to play an important role in sensitising and
informing communitymembers thus representing crucial actoia the discussion on (irregular)
migration?! In this respectinterviews were conducted with Christian and Muslim leadiersnkawa
and SulaymaniyalThey emphasised their rola guiding and advising individuamidst challenging
circumstanceby providing supporanddiscouraging peoplffom migratingto Europe or the USA

(220 WOQ(

Ws a church, our role is to advice people not to ldawvEurope or AmericaDur focuss on Christian
IDPghat were planning to leave and migrate to Europe. Some families have stayed and decided to
rent houses or live in small cabins funded by the church here in the neighbourhood until the situation
gets better in their place of origin, such as Bashiga anduMdhen they can return the€#Um Al
Noor, Church of Ankawa, 2024).

Ws mosque and religious leadeour role is mainlyo talk to peoplethrough our speeches on
Fridays. Sometimes we touch the topic of illegal migrafftaji Osman Alaf Mosqu2024).

Such leadergeverage their platformdo discuss these issueand their collective goals is to raise
awareness among the youth about the risks associated with irregular migratidrempower them

to make informed decisions about their futurdaurthermore,local NGOs have also had a significant
role in assisting community membergroviding training sessionsn CV writing skillas well as
informativesessions omigration Other stakeholders were involved jmotectionandgenderbased
violence, offering legal assistantey’ Ay G SNBaldAy3a AyAdGAlFGABS o0& (GKS
called the Sinjar Open Space Dialogoéfers a platform to engage with the youth, offering the space

to advocate for various issues, including migration. This organisation facilitates dialogue, raises
awarenessand gathers perspectives on migration issaedother topics that are of relevance to the
community. This approach aims at empowering the youth to voice their concerns and collaborate on
solutions, and hence, committing to address the issue of migration and replacing it with initiatives led
by the comnunity. Overall, local organisationsvorking on migration related issues focused
particularly on awareness sessions about migration risks, youth empowerment, civic engagement, and
community developrant. They collaborate with variougovernmentalentities and international
organisationgo implement projects aimed at raising awareness about irregular migration. Moreover,
they also provide support to displaced populations, promoting peace and cooperation among
different ethnoreligious groups.
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3.1 Research design amtata collection

The research component of the MIRARIbject encompasses four distinct research strands, namely,
the background researcthe mainmigrationdriversin the country the surveyon needs, abitions,
aspirations, anddecisionmaking processesf potential migrants the mappingand interviewingof
relevant stakeholderactive in thefield of migration and the validation meetings. These research
strands, which employ both guantitative and qualitative research methodologies, contributeeto
findings ofthis Final Reporand provideessentialinsightscrucial for the development of improved
migration information campaigns.

By analysing these research strand& can gain insights intohe various factorghat influence
migration decisions among potential Iragi migraatsd better understand their information needs.
Additionally, we can pinpoint influential communicators to supporeffective dissemination of
information and explore the preferred channels to reach migrants, thereby improvinguhlty and
impact of information provided Below, we delve into each of the four research strands in greater
detail.

Background researchin the first months, an extensive background research was conducted to
establish a solid groundwork for tlempirical researchTheBackground Repodimed at addressing
three primary objectives: i) Providing a conceptual framework for the implementation of the research,
in order to define the main target group of the project and outline the main characteristics and
challengesassociated wittsuch definition; ii) Examining the main migration trends and patterns in
light of the main historical developments of the country, including the driving forces influencing the
migration decisions of Iragis both within the country and at the internatidenal; iii) Exploring the
significance of migration information campaigns targeting migrants in countries of origin and
evaluating the design and effectiveness of such campaigns in order to extract insights for future
campaign strategies. The selectiontioé studyregion¢ the KRk wasconfirmed bythe groundwork
establishedn the background research particular, the empirical research focused on three of the
four governorates in the KRle., Erbil,Sulaymaniyahand Dohuk

(L) W OO0 W) WOQ(

Survey The surveygonstitutesthe empirical basis for th&uture implementation of the campaigtt

aimed at identifying the information needs and gaps among potential (irreguiag) migrants,
including their migration intentions, risk awareness and confidence levels, preparation levels, key
influencers, and preferred communication channels for effective dissemination of migiradiated
information.

The survey was administered by Saocial Inquiry, a local research organisation with extensive experience
in conducting research ithe regionand widespread knowledge of the main migration dynamics in
the country. The surveyas conducte@mongpotential migrants across th€RIgovernoratef Erbil,
Dohuk, and Sulaymaniyalsee Hgure 1). This region foimplementingthe MIRAMI survey was
determined by the background research conducted previously by ICMRIhichthe respondents
were muchmore likely to epress a desire to migrate compared to respondents from the central and
southern governorates ahe country. The survey aimed at covering 1,000 respondeotsiprising
250 respondents from each governorate as well as 250 IDPs across th¥ltdRately, 1,024
respondents were identified, in particular 257 respondents in Erbil governorate, Siagmaniyah
governorate, 243 in Dohugovernorate and 249 IDPs across the KBeéspite slight variations in
respondent numbers among different governoratesich differences do not affect the statistical
comparability between them.
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Figurel: Visual of the number of respondents in each Iragi Governorate

B2 > (n=336)

A o S e DA O

{ 2 dzNJOAK2 NBQ BEA YR NYIBYKF NI oy S

Thesurvey targetecpotential Iragimigrantsaged 18 or aboveThisdefinitonA y Of dzZRSa 6 2 (i K
YR WAy Sy Riayis &lulty wha bithepasseEsa desire or a concrete plan to migrate
abroad? In order to proceed with the questionnaireespondentshad to affirmtheir Iraqi nationality
and their intention to migrate Data collection was based a@onveniencesampling across target
locations, a non-random sampling technique thatllows to select respondents based on their
immediateavailability or reahability?* Respondents werandeed approacheth the street, in public
places, and, in some cas@stheir housesApart from their nationality and intention to migrat@o
other exclusionfactor or quota in terms of gender or ag@sapplied However particular attention
was dedicated taliversifyinghe sampleas much as possible, particularly in terms of gentlee.final
profile derivedfrom the surveyed population tended to align with the anticipated profile of a potential
migrant, as indicated byhe Background Reporand existing researchspecifically,a relatively
educated young male individual.

The survey questionnaire was desigrnad ICMPDwith active inputs fromboth Social Inquiry and
ICMPD colleagues the field to ensure itresonated with local nuanceitially drafted in Englisht

was later translated into Arabic and Kurdislensure accessibility to all relevant individuéimiphasis

was placed on training and selecting enumeraterth community ties localknowledge, and who
shared the same language of respondents, in order to enhance data accuracy. Enumerators
underwent extensive training sessions in each of the three governorates on the saneglmigue

and survey tools and protocols. Subsequently, they conductedttatace interviews in both urban
centres and rural areas over a feweek period spanning December 2023 to January 2024 employing
the Computer Assisted Personal Interviews (CARhod. Prior to widespread deployment, the
translated questionnaire underwent successful pilot testing, ensuring its efficacy in capturing relevant
data.

LA W YWV O OYHNT

BY | {KFNKXy®K N dzMENS y
FNRY tlFlAadGlyyYo=l
%2 At EALY [l 6NBYyO
t SENR2Y X HANPO D

§aa whAaAy3d FyR LwiFRNa >R yL NNBALUAA 5N
SYINHdzyRawS 2 NIhnH MmO d
bSdzYlyz {20AFt w8aSINOK aSikzRay

}
(e

7 )30 )T BT o T )T T I e

A
S

M ¢



2N

/.
IN

N
7\

N\t
/\

N
/\

/.
IN

N
/\

Nt
/\

W
I\

/.
I\

N
/\

o)

&
}
When analysing anthterpreting data presented in this repaoiit is essential to note thathe sum of
percentages may not necessarily equate to 10@%pecially in multiple choicguestions Instead,
each percentage should be understood as the proportion of respondents who consider a particular
factor significant in their decisiomaking process. This is why we decided to design the survey G
guestion with multiple choice, acknowledging that migrants seldom leave their places of origin due to d
a single reasomrather, the drivers of migration are typically numerous and interlinked. («

The analytical approach conducted by ICMPD involved multiple-tabatations and visual elements }
spanning diverse dimensions, including demographics, drivers of migration, social and support
networks, preparation levels for migration, risk perception aswhfidence levels, prenigration }
knowledge acquisition, preference for channels disseminating migratilated information, sources

of migration information, engagement with MRCs, and the perceived usefulness derived from such (:
interactions. The analysedominantly used Microsoft Excel software, in particular through Pivot J
Tables. (_«
Survey respondents were categorised ifibair distinct age groups 185, 2634, 3549, and 50665. )

A ¥ 4 A x

¢CKAE 38 OFiSI2NRalaz2y 61 a a5t SOGSR RdzSeSH NBA (i 5. C
2t RELINBaSyoyd GKS dzZJIJISNI f A YAGK ST & daNGD Sk Y 20/23Y LE dfNJ

SYLX 28SR | FdzZNGHKSNI IS RAGAAAZY 0AORA alicdd? yHANIC dp 34
gK2tS aWRULIGE2aS 6K2 INB on &@SFENR YR 2f RSN®
{GF1SK2t RINIRY IHLSBA yAIy T 2 NaGiilcofribinatioyf with K& suB/éyia detailed (:
mapping was conducted to identify pertinent stakeholders in Iraq dealing with potential migrants,
returnees, or IDPs, along with those who could potentially serve as campaign patmttal, the }

mapping identified59 stakeholdersacross the whole Iraqg, with particulfmcus onthe three main
governorateof the KRI awell asn Baghdad. The stakeholders represent a spectrum of actors at the !
district, provincial and national levels, including governmental bodies, international organisations, ("‘
NGOs, travel agencies, and specialised consultanisof the identified stakeholderdifteen were (i
approached for irdepth interviews aimed at understanding the scope of their work and drawing their J
insights on drivers of migratiofrom Irag These stakeholders are actively engaged in providing Q
support to Iragi migrants, offering a range of services such as humanitarian aid, educational assistance, }
legal guidance, andcemployment opportunities.The qualitative information obtained proved
invaluable in contextualing and validating the findings of the survey.

Validation meetings Two Validation Meetings with Consortium Partners and National Stakeholders
were conducted on 6 andMarch 2024, respectivelirhe purpose of th&alidationMeetingswasto
present resultsgather further insighg from relevant stakeholdersand attain their validation of
preliminary findingsThefirst Validation Meeting with the Consortium Partndos MIRAMI took place

on 6 March2024, online. Allconsortium partnersattended the Validation meetingnamely the
European Commissiddepartment of Migration antHomeAffairs (DG HOMB}e Ministry of Interior

of Austria, the Ministry of Interior of Bulgarithe FinnishMinistry of Foreign Affairghe German
Federal Office for Migration and RefugdBaMB, the GreelMinistry of Migration and Asylum, and
ICMPD, represented by the Regional Coordination Office for the Silk Rowatése Research Unit

The secondValidation Meeting with Iragi Stakeholdergook placeon 7 March 2024, online. The
meeting saw the participation dfagicounterparts active in the area aifigrationand related service
provision both from civil society and at the governmental level, includirgMinistry of Labour and
Social Affairs (MoLSAjJ the Kurdistan Regional Governmerthe Ministry of Planning (MoR)}he
Ministry of Foreign Affairs (MoFAgnd theMinistry ofInterior (Mol)of the CentralGovernment,the
Civil Development Organisation (CD@®g RPDthe General Secretariat For Council of Ministries
(GSCoM)the Iraqi Civil Aviation Authoritythe International Centre for Training and Development,
the Joint Crisis Coordination Centre (J@KB,Rwanga Foundatiorthe European Technology and
Training Centre (ETTC), ahd Migrant Resource Centi®RC)
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The meeting was facilitated by tiMIRAMIProject Manager and two ICMPD Researchers who led the
implementation of specific researaielated deliverablesSubsequent discussiorgelved into the
specificity of the findings, with particular interest in h@etential andintending migrantsise social
media to obtain informationon migration In general,the Consortium Partnerand the national
stakeholders endorsed thiindings presentedexpressing their satisfaction with the development of
the research project

3.2 Ethicalconsiderations

In conducting this quantitative study, we prioritised several ethical considerations to ensure and
uphold the integrity and welbeing ofboth researchers angarticipants.

Regarding thdield team, the enumeratorswere recruited from the local communitynot just to
ensurethat their background and language match wititose of therespondentsbut alsoto foster
trust between researchers and responderdaad guarantee amore accurate reporting during the
survey. Field researchergere fluent in Arabic and the loc&lurdishdialect in each governorate and,
in some cases, other languages such as Assyrian or Turkmani. Thréayoinaining session®ne in
each governoratewere conducted prior to data collectidn ensure that enumeratorgamiliarise not
only withthe research objectives, the survey tpahdthe input of data, but also with ethical concerns
anddo-no-harm policies

With regard to the respondent,entral to our approach was obtaining informed consent, where
LI NOAOALI yia 6SNB FdAfte AYyF2N¥YSR Foz2dzi GKS
of the interview, the field researchemgould ensure that respondents joined the survey voluntarily
andwithout any form of pressure, knang that they could have withdrawn from the research at any
time without consequences or refused to answer certain questions. Respondents were also informed
that not participating irthe research would not have carried negative consequences on their personal
AAlbdzZ- A2y y2y@dYAde FyR O2yFTARSYGALl f A &arthig SNB
reason,nformation such as name or address of the respondents were not collected, to guarantee the
NBaLR2yRSy(iaQ O2yFARSYGAILfAGE YR LINB@SyYyd (NI OA
tablets ensured that the data was cleared from the devices #dfi@completed forms were submitted )
at the end of each day.

ax
-

M D r»VeR e i Weven e
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3.3 Limitation and challenges of the study }

Conducting a study focusing on potential Iragi migrants presents its own methodological challenges. (?
The first challenge consists in the identification of the target group, due to both conceptual and

LIN} OGAOFE NBFazyao / 2y O3nEd fyR: YRS SERRRANVAQG A ¢
to include any person with a slight desire to migrate from the country and yet so difficult to establish
that can only be identified by the respondent. While the initial probing question could mitigate this
challenge, further questions throughout the interview concerned more specifically migration plans
and irregular migration intentions, in order to identify a sgitoup within the main sample. Here,
however, practical challenges might emerge, as people mighehuctant to provide their personal
information and hesitant to speak to strangers, especially on highly sensitive matters such as their
irregular migration intentionsTo mitigate these potential challengabe careful explanation of the
objective of he research and the obtaimg of the informed consent from the respondents were
necessary to ensure trust between the researchers and the target group.

Given the employment of a naerepresentative sample, it is also worth noting that our findings cannot
be generalised to the whole populatiarf potential migrantsn Irag. Since the sample should have
responded to specific characteristics (Iraqi nationals with intentions to migrate), we necessarily
operated with a smaller sulsample of the population, concentrated in the KRI, with different
characteristics across the governorates. Although this might allow us to offer a greater diversification
of the samplethe change in its composition may result in a parallel diversification of the findings, with
some characteristics more representéa specific governorateshan in others. Considering the
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sensitivity of the topic, the sample can also presssties of social desirability bias.e., the tendency

of survey respondentdo answer questionsaccording to socially acceptable standards, under
representing bad behaviours or ovepresenting good ones. For all these reasons, the findings of our
research cannot be generalised.

Although no particulamcident was reported by the research teams during the fieldwork, it is worth
mentioning that, since manyinterviews took place in public spacesnany Syrian refugees and
migrantsworking thereexpressedheir willingnesdo participat in the survey. Howevedue to the
aforementioned limitationspnly Iragi nationals could complete the surviyterestingly these Syrian
individualsexpressed their intentiorto seek regular pathways for onward migration to Europe (for
example,through family reunificatim) but, sincethey did not know how to navigate ¢hlegal and
bureaucraticprocedures, they would relyjnsteadon irregular migration optionsTherefore, it may be
worthwhile to conductspecific research on this population profile understand their migration
intentions and inforntailored migration information campaigns accordingly
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4.1 Introduction G

N

In recent yearsmigration campaigns have become instrumental as policy responses among many
European countries, withgicymakersand donors increasingly investing in them. These campaigns

often employ diverse messages that highlight different aspects of the migration experience, according )

to the specific objective they aim to achieve and the audience they tavybether they employ a

more positive or negativenessagemigration campaigns have been criticised under several aspects. ?
First, they may deprive migrants of their political agency, portraying them as passive and vulnerable
subjects®® Besides, they assume that migrants do not have correct or trustworthy knowledge of (;
migration as they purportedly rely on social networks which provide them with biased or deceitful
information, although this might not always be the cd%@ther scholars have highlighted the scarce

or unclear impact of such campaigns, which might be not only difficult to measure but also to
achieve?’ Lastly, migration campaigns might be considered part and parcel of migration management }
strategies to control and regular migration movements, supplementing rather than counteracting
02NRSNAY3I LINI OGAOSa |yR Syt | NHdsewed asivveSternRchizens | 3/03 |
YR &l @A2dzNAO | YR WIiKS®Q ola FT2NBAIYSNEB Aykl a @

While being aware of the nexus between securitarian and humanitarian discourses in migration

studies more generaflyand in the analysis of information campaigns more specifiéailig explore f N
the relative campaigns according to the values they refer to and the messages they dwifiiagng
the IOM distinction between prmigration and antimigration narratives! This would allow us to }

y2d M OWF YdINEEGHE YR R RE B W2 NP Kk M DmayTa d wpl iSn pCranSHRA HSINE T
g NB (2 D2Ay3a ¢KSNBY myl (A 267 N yNPa3aLIS GbRI H0S GaAraTANG
YR {20AS808& HOGETKHZLB Y KRRAHIRINE KopicbM A YPAK MPpHAPRHOC OHAMPE
% SNYR .S0SNJIFYyR !''fSEIFIYRN}Y {OF0OO0O23z &a¢KS aédidK 2F (K
LNNB3Idzf I NJ aA3INF a2y 9LIAOSY(SNIES AvhafMEN (32 yraNNG & At NTILASNG T
HAMMPOT {228NR Gy 2FYWsitas d Ry 3t SN SrdKk2yWA T SR a A INIV

Ba@NAl DS2NBA2dzZ a52S54&8 GKS {doltdSNy {LSI 1K aAEINJ-)/LIJ :

wS&aSINDOK HoX y2d wmd 6WIl ydzZ NBE HamMdOyY nrT }
Wl aLISNI ¢21 RSy {FYyRN} a2NBSyYyaidSNysz FyR CNYyl [ O]
CAStR 2F aAdNloez2yyY ! {e2alGSYlFraO wS@GASs 2F (GKS 9@7\F“zéy%)2é
¢CKSYFaO wSL}2 NI {ySNA2S/E t6 hSNES GIAYT ley2lySNE2NJ aAdINF a2y S HA

{F{1{RFLER2ENIT1Z a5A80ALXAYAY3I aAdNla2y ! aLIANI a2y a GKNEﬁ
2F GKS [AGSNY GdzNBZ¢ DS23INILIKE /2YLI ad mMpX y20 1 0O WIAS
%t ASNX dzA 34 adzal NBZ a! 6FNBE aAdINryday ¢KS wz2fS 2F LyFz2
9dzNR LISHY W2dzNY | fonm2F Y220/ Yalzy § O &BY T SNdz h S8 Y I 2 @ pNR I «¢
I dzYF YAGENREFY WKSG2NRO 2F  atAy AN N3G oL2yyH 2 NIWURLEZ1Y6 kI IcdbHsH 1/
ANIDAYTF2KHNH WKKESAZY i RIS SIBLHIFI OW VT2 NIOF ¥ 2R Iy ¥k aal al NI
thy 584aStz I yR M2KIVRMYESS +dLyy o2SNMilSs 2y 5ANBOGSR ¢241 P
2F . 2NRSNRY !y LYGSNRAAGOALI AYlINEB tSNELISOa0S .Si(isSS A
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distinguishbetweencampaigns employing momgringentand negativanessagesnd others using
more righs-basedanguage, while at the same time placing them along an overarching spectrum that
goes from a securitarian narrative, on the one side, to a more humanitarian narrative, on the other

In this respect, some campaigns empbogore stringentapproach, framing migration as a security
issue and portraying migrants as potential threats to national security. These campaidpich are
implemented not only in countries of origin and transit but also in countries of destingtimften

draw on (and reproduce)stereotypes and feamongering tactics to depict migrants as criminals,
terrorists, or carriers of diseases, contributing to the stigssion and demordation of migrant
communities. Byraming migration through a security lens, these campaigns seek to justify restrictive
immigration policies, border controls, and surveillance measures under the guise of protecting
national interests. Moving alongside the spectrum, otheampaignsrevolve around the plight of
migrants, shedding light on the challenges they face during their journey or in the countries of
destination, including exploitation, discrimination, and forced displacement. By amplifying the voices
of migrants and showcasinyeir (often difficult) experiences, these campaigns generally seek to
provide potential migrants in countries of origin with reliable information on the risks of irregular
migration or on the legal and soeexonomic situation in countries of destination, witfie aim of
deterring them from undertaking the journey in an irregular way.

AV Y TNV YY) VT

At the other end of the spectrum, some campaigns employ a language focused on access to rights and (i
knowledge providingmigrants withrelevantinformation ontheir basic rights during the journey or in J
countries of destination, potential contacts in case of emergency or troubles along the way, as well as <-«
on how access to essential services and opportunities for integrafiner campaigns focus on

YAINI yGAaQ ySSR F2NJ 0SiidS NI régyidR mip@iohhahn&dddzNg G S A« 7
possibilities to access them, thus empowering them in making more informed decisions on migration. }
Among the campaigns employing a positive framing we also include those aiming at providing
migrants with information and concrete opportunities orovia to contribute to the social and G
economic development of their own countries.

While it is necessary to take into consideratithe critiques surroundingmigration information Q
campaigns, particularly their potential to reinforce power dynamics and perpetuate stereotyjes, it }
also important to acknowledge recent studighat suggest that despite their limitations and

challenges as well as their difficulty to be translaiteid immediate action, these campaigns still have }

some impact, particularly in terms of increasiagvarenessamong migrant$? Moreover, the
effectiveness of these campaigns seems to be contingent upon their focus. More targeted and focused (-
campaigns are likely to be beneficial to the target audience, emghgsihe need for nuanced and
contextspecific approacheddowever, it is also important to complement such campaigns with A\
concrete policies that facilitate regular access to European countries, reducing the risks of irregular )
migration and the implementation of strict border enforcement.

TheBackground Rept has provided a comprehensive analysis of migration information campaigns }

not only exploring their effectiveness but also analysing in depth those campargesingpotential
Iragimigrants Drawing from it, the following section loskt the specific framing of these campaigns (;
in terms of security and humanitarian messages, respectively. In doing s thdagroundwork for
the design of more robust migration information campaigns. Q

)
}
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4.2 The security narrative

As discussed in previous ICMPD research, migration information campaigns can have different
objectives and target groups, thus conveying specific messages accofdighen looking at
campaigns targeting Iragi migrants (either in their country of origin or in trarsiprevailing
approach steeped in apprehensi@aboutterrorism, crime, and the perceived risks associated with
irregular migration,has emergeal ¢ one that conceivesnigrants as potential threatsto national
security.In some caseshese campaigntend to portray the country of destination in a negative light,
highlighting the difficulties of socieconomic integration in order to make them less appealing for
potential migrants®*In other cases, they specifically aim at intimidating migrants and preventing them
from reaching a specific territory through harsh deterrent messa@emsequentlythey are in line

with other policy measures such sisingent border controls, heightened surveillance, and restrictive
immigration policies.

The Australian government has been particularly active in implementing deterrent campaigns
targeting potential irregular migrants. The OperatiBovereign Borderdaunched in 2013 and still
ongoing, has employed posters, digital media contents, videos, and even a film throughout th&€ years,
with the aim ofBrotecting Australi® borders, combatting people smuggling in our region, and
importantly, preventing people from risking their lives at @&#&mong the most iconic representation

of such campaign, worth mentioning is tl®&-minute fictional film,The Journeywhichaimed at
deterring potential migrants and asylum seeke&rdrom Iraq as well as fronPakistan Iran, and
Afghanistan, where the film was also broadoafiom attempting to reach Australi#.As seen in the
Background Repaorthe campaign has been harshly criticised not only for its exorbitant costs but also
for its uncertain effectiveness, especially considering the already harsh and restrictive migration
policies against asylum seekers implemented in the country.

Other notable deterrent campaigns targeting Iraqgi migrants have been implemented by the Belgian
and Finnish governments, especially during feakof the Yng summer of migratio@® to signal
specific (and usually more restrictive) policy changes. In September 2015, the then Belgietary
of State for AsylurandMigrationTheo Francken started a Facebook campaigingeting in particular
young men in and around Baghdad through commercial banpwigh the aim of discouraging Iraqi
migrants to travel to Belgium and apply for asylum in the country, with the pretext thet would
often disguise as Syrian asylum seekers to obtain asylum in the country. According to the promoters, ;
the campaign was very successful, leading to the reduction in the number of arrivals of Iragi migrants ("‘
into Belgium and to the increase in the number of returns of Iragi citizens to their cotintry.

*
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In October 2015, théinnish Foreign Ministriaunched a similar Facebotlased campaign, called
52y Qi an® ®léGout in Arabic, targeting potential migrants in Iraq didkiye particularly in

view of the expected surge in the number of asylum seekers entering the country. According to then
OKFANXYIY 2F GKS CAyya tINIieé Ay (GKS 0O02dzyiNERQa
migrants against spending thousands of @&um the attempt to reach Finland, as they would have
been repatriated to their country. Few days after the launchihef campaign, the Foreign Ministry
declared that the Facebook update had received about 80,000 Vews.

To a certain extent, campaigns highlighting the plight of migrants during the journey and the risks of
(irregular) migrationcould be included under this framing. This is the case ofgbeial enterprise
Seefarimplemented campaign®n The Moveand The Migrant ProjectThefirst campaign, running

from April to December 2020, aimed at informing transit migrants from Afghanistan, Bangladesh, Iraqi
Kurdistan, and Pakistan about the risks of irregular migration and providing them with reliable
information on aylum procedures and other legal alternatives in countries of transit and destination.
Despite its presumedsuccesses (portrayed by the organisatioraighort pos), the On The Move
campaigrwasstrongly criticised in the medi@r being allegedly funded by the UK government in an
attempt to reduce irregular migration through the Channel and from the countries of &rayl its
website was removed once the project ended. Even the second campaign received media attention
for its supposed financial support by the Home Office; however, its website is still running, providing
migrants with information on the risks of irregul migration and the difficult life for (irregular)
YAIANIyGa Ay GKS RSAGAYIFIGA2Yy O2dzyiNARSA&AF 2FGSYy é@

Whether they employ strong, fearsome messages or they simply attemptogide information on

the risks of irregular migratigrsuch campaigns tend to, firgtyersimplif/ the multifaceted nature of
migration, neglecting the underlying soegonomic, political, and humanitarian factors that drive
individuals to migratesecondthey mayfuel discrimination and xenophobia host countriesthus
exacerbating societal divisions rather than addressing the complexities of migratidrthird,they
mightreproduce restrictive bordering practices and migration policigsrtatect O A i AshfQyyiidil€)
shifting the responsibility ofie risks of the journey onto migrants themselé#lost importantly,
severalresearchfindingssuggesthat campaigns using deterrent messages rarely work, running the
risk of being either misunderstoétor even mocked by migrants themselvés.
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To increase their impagctertain migration campaigrisaveadopted a more humanitarian approach, C
(.

4.3 The humanitarian narrative

highlighting therights and needsf migrants andshowingempathy, solidarity, and respect for their

rights. Rather than conceiving potential migrants as security thre&ssé campaigns aim farovide

them with more reliable and trustworthy information on regular migration channels and the rights (}/
connected to (regular) migration. For this purpose, also such campaigns employ a wide variety of )
messages, messenge and channels of communication, accordinghe specific target group they

try to reach or to the objective they wish to achie&ploring the dynamics and impact of migration
information campaigns employing a humanitarian narrats/essential in understanding their role in ?
attemptingtoshae YA AN yiaQ (y26f SRIST FGiAlGdzRSEAT | YR )\@

In the case of Iraq, particularly active in the implementation of migration information campaigns is the

social enterprise Seefafs already discussed in tBackground RepartnMay 2019, Seefdaunched (5
the Migration Communication Campaign (PhasenJligeria and the KRVhich ran for two yearsThe )
campaignwhich wasfinanced by the Dutch Ministry of Foreign Affearsd evaluated by theCentre

for Evaluation and Developmengimed atOK | y3Ay 3 LIS2 L)X SQa o06SKI A 2 dzNJ
irregular migration, by specifically focusingtbrir personal needs for information and opportunities. j

In particular, inthe KRI the campaigratgeted14 potential migrants between 16 and 34 years old,
mostly from Erbil and Sulaymaniyatheir family members and close friendas well as other
influencers such as community leadeard their relative communitiesWhile most respondents
pointed out economic, security, and leghUreaucratic issue®s the main reasons to migrate
irregularly, some also mentioned their LGBTIQ+ identity as a potemtahd for persecution and
escape.

The campaignwhich could leverage thextensive research conducted by Seéfself since 2009 on

0KS o0SYSTAOAINRSAQ LISNER2YIFf ySSRa T2 Ndncerfifg2 NI |
both the risks associated with irregular migration and alternative pathwalgese nessages were
disseminatedhroughvariouschannelssuch asVord-of-Mouth counsellors, facéo-face and remote
consultations, community events, media engagement, online and social media outreach, and
educational outreach. ThevalugorsK A 3 Kf A 3 K (i S R sutdésS in GissefrlidatihgkyoRladge

and raising awareness about migration, attributing it to the use of balanced messaging, involvement
of welktrained local counsellors, and the delivery of tailored informatiblowever,despite many
respondents reconsidering their life plaaier their participation in the campaigna minorityin the
KRIremained inclined towards irregular migratiéh

)}/

Other campaigns have focused more broadly on providing general information to all migrants,
whether in their country of origin or on the move. This is the casénfifMigrants*’ a broad
awarenesgaising initiative created in 2017 with the participation of media outlets and press agencies
from France, Germany, and Italy. The campaign, which operates through a website and across
different social media, aims at providing migramsdountries of origin and transit with reliable
information on migration in different languages (including Arabic, Pashto, Dari, Bangla, English, and
French).Despite the efforts of such campaigns, research highlighted tinditziduals in their home
country, living in camps, ofin transit through other countries might have different needs,
opportunities and experiences, thusllingfor the design and implementation of more targgpecific
campaigng?®
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In recent years, several governments, NGOs, and international organiséi@wmesrun Migrant J
Resource Centres (MRCs) across the world, with the aim of providing migrants with information, (:
training, and guidance for their migration experience, including preparation for employment abroad
and reintegration upon returrf® ICMP® Silk Routes Regional Offitasbeen actively involved in (}/
setting upseveralMRCs. Currently, they have operational MRCs in Lahore and Islamabad, Pakistan; )
Kabul, Afghanistan; Baghdad, Iragith a new MRC in Erbil being setup for the launch in-Apdil
2024 and DushanbeTajikistar?® Additionally,five MRC Hubs have been sgtin coordination with
MoLSAand are operational albeit to a varying degredn Iraq(Thi Qar, Basra, Karbaliwaniya, ad }

Najaf) G

In the context of Iragthe MRCfocuseson the dissemination of comprehensible and accessible
information to potential migrants, with the primary objective of facilitating orderly migration A\
processes. This encompasses the provision of transparent details regarding the opportunities available )
for migrdion, includingthe associated regulations and prerequisites, thereby equipping individuals

with the necessary knowledge for informed decisimaking prior to departure. Additionallthe MRC

in Baghdadoffers pre-departure orientation sessions, elucidatimgpects related to employment }
prospects, living conditions overseas, and the rights and responsibilities entailed therein. G
Furthermore, emphasis is placed on raising awareness among potential migrants regarding the risks

and dangers of irregular migratiomheMRC extendd itsoutreach beyond the general populace to N
encompass institutional stakeholders, both governmental andgovernmental, who wield direct or

indirect influence in the domain of migration facilitation and communication. This inclusiveagp

manifests through information dissemination sessions conducted at various educational institutions

and within communities, underscoring the imperative of collaboration with diverse entiti€he }
MRC employ a multifaceted approach to reach and support populations, through social media ("‘
platforms such as Facebook, Instagram, and WhatsApp. The MRC in Baghdad extends its reach to (i
potential migrants across Iraqg; in October and November 2023 alineached over 14,000
individuals via these platforms, with Facebook being the most popular me¢éam Figure 2)
Furthermore, the personal outreach activities carried out the MRC in Baghdad, including
community and universitgvents complement its digél efforts. These activities focus on delivering
comprehensive migrationelated information, emphasising legal migration channels and available re
integration services for returneés.
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Figure2: Total number of people reached via social media channels

Social Media Outreach

10,744

4,009 3,979

1,509

Aug-23 Sep-23 Oct-23 MNow-23
Source ICMPD Migration Trends Analysis for Iraq

Despite the services offered by the MRC and their collaborative efforts with governmental and non
governmental entities, thereappears to persist a notable lack of awareness among potential
migrantsin KRIregarding the MRC operations in Iradhismay be dueo the operational status of

the MRC, with the one in Baghdad fuiperational but geographically remote and the recently
established one in Erbil relatively new and not yet fully functional.

The findingsin our surveyreveal thatonly a smallminority of respondents (5%) have previously
engaged with MRC in Irdgee Figur8). Despitethe MRCs effortto disseminateaccurate information
regarding migration risks and legal pathways through various information campaigns, participation
rates varyacross different governoratesspecificallyDohuk governorate exhibits the highest
though still low overall ¢ frequency of respondents who participated in MRC campaigns (8%)
followed by Sulaymaniyal{6%), with Erbil recording the lowest participation rate (2%). While no
significant disparitiegre observed based on age or gender, participation raesnotably higher
among IDPs (9%) compared to local residents (4%).
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Figure3: Engagement with the Migrant Resource Centre

Have you participated in any information campaigns conducted by the Migrant Resource Centre (MRC) in
Irag?

Yes, | have participated
Ma, | have not participated
[Did mot know]

94%

NI NI N

All respondents

Among thosesurveyed for this studya significantmajority of respondents(83%) express positive
views regarding the effectiveness of the MRC's information campaignSpecifically, 31%f
respondentgate the campaigns a¥ery effective and benefici@and52%considerthem Womewhat
effectiveQ However, aa YI f € LR NIA2Yy 2F NBaLRYyRSyda omm:0
STFTSOGADSQsS 6KAES nx NOaidanaddiidhal 2% ramaiw yngeiitaintabout | £
the effectiveness of the campaigns. Due to the limited participation in MRC campaigns among
respondents, caution is advised in interpreting these results, as they may not be fully representative
of the broader populatn.

Richerdata is availablefrom MRCcounrselling workin Baghdad, whiclprovidesa comprehensive
overview of social media engagement and reach across various platforms, specifically Facebook,
Instagram, YouTube, and Twitter, along with WhatsApp and Telegram announcement groups for the
years 2022 and 2023ee Table 1Regarding-acebook, in 202the page reached 3,955,791 people

and 12,209 new followers, indicating however a slight decrease from the preyiears The
engagement metrics are furthemalysedoy gender, showing a higher engagement among females }
(387,269) compared to males (220,172) in Facebook live sessions. Instagram also shows robust
engagement with 700,339 total page reach in 202gnificantly increasintp 1,935,387n 2023. The
yearoveryear comparison, genddsreakdown and platform specificmetrics suggest a strategic ("‘
approach to understanding audience interaction and the effectiveness of content dissemination (
across different social media channels.

CYS e S 8

Furthermore,insights from the data on community outreach activities over 2022 and 2G2&al

3,417 participantsn outreach sessions led by MRC partnier022 and 1,538 participantsn 2023
Orientation sessions at vocational training centres had a total attendance of 1,628 individuals in 2022,
dropping to 1,103 in 2023. A significant decline is observed in the number of male participants over
18 years from 637 in 2022 to 366 in 2023. Skalsing sessions saw a decline from 21 participants in
2022to 15 in 2023. These trends suggest a decrease in participation rates in most of the activities
from 2022 to 2023, with the most consistent gender trebeing higher female participation in most
categories gee table?).
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Tablel: Number of people reached via social media

Indicator Total 2022
Facebook
Total page reach 4,369,157
Total followers 16,686
Total engagement 220,172
Facebook live sessions (MRC)
Total reach 387,269
Total engagement 1,045
Total likes 968
Total views 188,087
Instagram
Total page reach 700,339
Total engagement 38,922
Total followers 1,060

Table2: Number of people reached via community / group outreach

Number of participants in outreach sessions

MRC partneded 3417 1,533
Number of participants in orientation sessions at vocational training centres (VTCs)
oLal tsS 637 366
600SYI £S 991 737
Over 18 years old 1,576 347
Under 18 years old 52 2
Total 1,628 1,103
Number of participants in orientation sessions at universities / educational institutions
oLal tsS 486 922
600SYI £S 489 775
Over 18 years old 975 955
Total 975 1,697
Number of participants in group counselling sessions
oLal tS 84 50
600SYI S 16 24
Over 18 years old 21 70
Total 100 74
Number of participants in skills training sessions
olral tS 7 19
000SYIfS 14 2
Over 18 years old 21 21
Total 21 21
Grand Total 6,141 4,428

*Tablel and table Zraw upondata provided by MRC Baghdathichhave not been published yet

Total 2023

3,955,791

12,209
4,524

205,244

1,448
622
99,208

1,935,387

2,550
866
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the journey and in countries of destinati@nd thereforesensitise and empower potential migrants

to make informed decisions about migration, thus having a potential impact on reducing irregular
migration towards European and other destination countri€he design and implementation of
targeted migration information campaigniowever,shouldalwaystake into consideration specific
ethicaland practicatoncens, in order to have the best interests of potential migrants at heart.
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4.5 Ethical and practical considerations for the campaign development
The development of migration informatiooampaign should pay particular attention to ethical and J
practical considerationg order to achieve its impact whileonsideringthe best interest of their G

target population Drawing from relevant literature his sectiorprovidesan initial guidance to design
campaigns targetingpotential migrants, highlighting specifiethical and practicalchallenges and (}/
elaborating on potential solutions to overcome them.
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5.1 Introduction G

This section will look more in depth at tgptential (irregular)migrantfrom Iragutlining the main d
characteristicof this heterogeneous group. Before doing this, howeteis important to highlight

the absenceof a specific definitiorof Yotential migranfwithinthef A G SNJ G dzNS ® bry DI f d
Iraq, this category refers tadults who express a desire to permanently migrate to another country if
opportunity arose® ThelOMapplies a broad definition of potential emigrants that includes Iragis who ?
are leaving Iraqg for a period of at least three months as well as Iragis who have returned after being
abroad for at least three month$.Identifying potential and aspiring migrants (i.e., the target group) C
and understanding their characteristics is crucial for the successful design and implementation of
respectivecampaigs %° This section is dedicated to exploring the main characteristics that contribute

to shaping the profile of potential migrant. It will delve into their intentions, addressing questions such

as the reasoning behind their decision, where they aspire to go,thewplan to do so. Additionally, }

it will examine the preparatory measures taken and assess their awareness of risks and levels of
confidence. The chapter synthesises findings from the MIRAMI survey amdliti@tion meetingsin

order to comprehensively understand the segmentation of the potential target group for the MIRAMI C
Information campaign, the results are compared across districts and various demographic factors.

5.2 Themigrantprofile infocus (_5
The MIRAMIsurvey sample was established basedspecific selection criterjaas outlingl in the )
methodology sectionthereby shapingthe overall profile of the respondentsRespondents were

filtered through a set of preliminanguestions designed tdeterminetheir eligibility for inclusion in }
the study. Specifically, participants wergkedabout their nationality, with the requirement beiran ("‘
Iragi citizen, and theiwillingness to migrateutside Iraq Only those whamet both criteria were (i
invited to proceed with the surveyThe followingsection gives an overview of the profile of J
respondents while section 5.3 will delve into tiramigration intentions irgreaterdetail. (_,
Descriptiveresultsof MIRAMIsurveyrespondents 1
Gender, Age, EthAReligious background and ID&® governorate of origin }
The MIRAMI survegample (n=1024% comprised omajority male respondents (84%\vhile females (;
constitute only 16%see Figure 4)This was no surpriseince other surveys su@s thelOM-DTM

study also indicated that through different migration phases, the majority of respondeatasually Q
male®* The distribution of ages among participanteveals a concentration in the younger
demographic, with6% falling within the 2634 age ranggsee Figure 5)Thisis closely followed by }
the 1825 age group, which comprisé2% of the sample. The representation decreasarkedly in

the old age range, with 11% in the-89 agerange and a mere 1% agedte(65. This age distribution 1

provides insight into the ageelatedcomposition2 ¥ G KS & dzNJJ S & SignificRr 68208 NI LIK
the sampleis comprised of individuals below the age of 3bhile %are 30 years of age or above
This aligns with the most renedata on Iragindicatingthat the majority of the population isnder (}/
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39 years old? Focusing on the data from the KRI, we fihat the median age is 20.65 ye&fsvhich :
is very similar tmur samplewhere themedian age is 26 years alth terms of ethnicity and religion, )
the largestdemographigroup within our samplés Muslim Kurdsaccounting fol59%(see Figur®).
Muslim Arabsconstitute 27% of respondents, reflecting theclusion of IDPs in the samplaany of A f‘
whom originate from other regionsf Federal IragChristians mke up 12% of the sample. > \‘
Figure4: Gender
e
O| O 2
SN
N
H L\ 3
\¢
Figure5: Agegroups Figure6: Ethnoreligiousgroups ¢ \‘
0 o, 0.68% .
10500 L47% 0.98% 0.20% )‘
12.21% <3
41.81%
26.56% - (1
59.38% " \4
46.22% )
=
B Muslim Kurd Muslim Arab  ® Christian "
m18-25 m26-34 m35-49 m50-65 | Yazidi B Muslim Turkmer= Shabak
¢
We also sought to identiffDPs within the sampleby inquiring whetherespondents originated from > \‘
the samegovernoratewhere they were livingsee Figure 7About two thirds of respondentare from
the samegovernorate while33%from a differentone. Among thelatter, a further question was posed }
regarding their status as internally displaced persons, to which r&3@ondedaffirmatively. This =
culminatesin a total 0f248 individualsdentified asIDPsacross the governoratesvhile 12% of those ;'
who do not originate from the governorate of the interview prefer to be classified as local residents
rather thanIDPgqsee Figure 7 he majority of the IDPs have been living in their current governorates (.
for five to ten years. This also aligns with tfexzus groupiscussions conducteaith IDPsSn Erbil and — :
reported in theReturnee Report* Q
A
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Figure7: Governorate of origin

[l From a different governorate From the same governorate of interview

All respondents

Respondents from a different governorate (N=340)

Non-IDPs -

Education, Employment Status and Employment Semtal Income

L) WV LY WV (N

The surveyed groupas a high level oéducational attainment(see Figur®): 35% of the respondents
KFE@3S | ol OKSt 2NHa RS ashB/E someiinivertsity ¥reda \With nokdlegre®S 3 NS
have acquired some technical or vocational trainingl 26% have completed high school. Only 5% of
the respondentshavenot completed any type of schooling or only completed primary schadlile

15% have completedintermediate school Gven that the sample size is comprised of significantly
young people, many of them might still be enrolledthe universi.5® Regarding the language
proficiency, whichmay also refleceducational attainment77% speak Kurdish (the main language in
the KRI)and 64% Arabiayhich isspoken both by IDPs and 55%ué total number oflocal residents

in the KRISome respondents speakher languageslepending on their ethnicity, for example Syriac
(9%), Turkmani (4%), and Assyrian (2¥ith regard to other languages, 36% of the sample speak also
English, while other&%)indicate proficiency in other European languages including German, Dutch,
French, Italian, Swedish, and Turkistipposedlyeflecting the presence of returnees in the sample.

s
™M

Figure8: Educationakttainment of the sample

Bachelor's degree I 35%
Completed high schoo| I 2696
Completed intermediate schoo/ IS 15%
Trade/technical/vocational training I 7%
Some university credit, no degre I 6%
Master's degree I 5%
No schooling completed Il 3%

Completed primary schoolll 2%

When looking at the employment status and employment sector of the respondents, we observe a
wide range of statuses among the respondestsefigure9). The majority of respondents are either
employed fulltime (31%) or partime (14%).The majority of respondents are active in the labour
market Full-time or parttime employees business ownersand daily labourers constitute the
majority of respouents. Unemployment does not feature as high as expecétipughthe lack of
opportunitiesis one of the main reasons for migrating as mentioned in section 5.3. This lack of
opportunities cited by many could be due to thature of employment sector they work ifDverall,
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44% of those in fulime and parttime employment work in the service sector (i.e., commerce,

restaurants, workshops, etc.), 11% work in the government or public sector, and ad8ther the

(
N

&

_’

security forces. The remaining respondents work across varying sectors such as industry (9%),

construction (8%), transportation (6%), agriculture (3%d hospitality @%), while 11% of
respondents indicate other sectors suchtlas medical sector, civic organisatioasd NGOsfinancial
services and bankingl,and education

Figure9: Employmentstatus

Employed, full time . 31%
Daily labour nmeeeesssssss———— 14%
Employed, part time I  14%
Student I 1206
Business owner mmammmm———————— 11%
Unemployed, looking for work s 9%
Self-employed n—— 6%
Unemployed, not looking for workmmmm 2%
A homemaker mmm 2%
Unable to work B 0.4%
Retired 1 0.3%

Looking at the data in more deptamongstthose 12%of respondentsvho identify as students’/%
havepart-time jobs, whereaamongstthose who are employed patime (14%)only 6% arestudents.
Figure10 0 St 26 AffdzAaAGNI 1S4 GKS RA&AONROdzIAZY 27F
governorate and age. Whesnalysing the data acrogke different governorates, the percentages
show slight variationsyith 83% of respondents in Sulaymaniyalttively participatingin the labour
market, followed by Erbil (73%) and Dohuk (64%dpwever, the job distribution by age indicates that
90% of respondentagedbetween 35 and 49 have the highest employment ratehile the ageroup

of 1825 exhibitsthe lowest employment rateThis observation aligns with our earlier assumption
according to whichmany individuals in this younger ag grooqay still be enrolled in universities.
Moreover, the majority of those seeking employment fall into the2B3age group(15%),whereas
only 4% of thoseaged35-49 are unemployed andctivelyseeking employment.
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Figurel0: Distribution of respondents by simplified activeness in the labour market =
-3'4 I working [l Studying [ Not working nor studying )
(¢
»
- \‘
)
e
<
‘ ' All respondents . ’
N4
56 >
e N
)
o
Dohuk (N=337) Erbil (N=351) Suleimani (N=336) "
1 -
X
e N
) ,
18 to 25 years old 26 to 34 years old 35 to 49 years old 50+ years old (N=15) * =
(N=426) (N=471) (N=107) r
>‘ './~ Data for the 50+ years old group only very broadly indicative (N = 15). r
Whenrespondents wereaskedabout their income(see Figurd 1), nearly halfof them (47%)chose — :
5 not to disclose tls information posing a challeng® obtain a comprehensive overview of the entire \\
“\ sample.However,among the participants whdid provide thisinformation, 45% live in households
with a monthly incomeanging from800,0® to 1,600,000 Iragbinars (IQD,equivalent toUSD600 to L
1200) and $%report a monthly incomeexceedindQD1,600,000(USD1200). -2
3'/ Figurell: Individualincome of allsample ’
5 2\
18% \1
)

10% 10%

10%

I
5% '
(\
D
— L
No income  Less than 170,000170,000¢ 500,000 500,000¢ 800,000800,000 1,600,000 =D
90 IQD IQD IQD IQD 14
Y
Furthermore, 75% of respondents live in householdsere severalmemberscontribute to the \ f'
income. Approximately 52% tfiese households have two earning members, whereas 28port . \|

three or more earnersOnly 1% of household®port havingno earning membersThese findings
suggest that the drivers of migration may not be due to lack of jobs (or not being active in the labour
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market generally), but rather to the nature of available occupations and the limited economic :
" opportunities provided in Iraq )
N4 Living Conditionsnarital status, number of children, andccommodation type (.
B The majority of potential migrants in the study are single (69%) dive with their parents (70%) - :
RS which is indicative of the young age of respondents across the sample. Only 28% of the respondents A\
“ are married and live together with their spouse or partnecdines as no surprigbat only 3% of the ;
respondents livealone, as it is common in the Middle East for young adults to live with their parents -
and even grandparentemphasising familidbonds and connectiongzurthermore only 3% of the Nt
" sample are divorced or separated and none widowed. With the exception of single individuals, the ;
N4 remaining participants were surveyed regarding the number of children they have. Results indicate Ve
that 21% of theentire sample haveone to three children, while 5% haviour or more children, and - ¢
athyert another5% have no children. Regarding housing arrangements, the majority of respondents (45%) \‘
z‘\ own a house, while 19% have rented a house and8%partmentOnly 6% own an apartment, and
21% prefer not to disclose this information. L
Thetable below provides gisual representationf the findings from our surveitlustratingthe profile )‘
3'/ of the typicalpotential Iragimigrantsegmented by demographic variables including age, employment
B status, marital status, gender, and educational attainmddhderstanding the characteristics of \ f'
potential migrantsallows to tailor messaging to resonatgth their needs and interest©ur analysis > \‘
7N reveals that thetypical potential migrant from Iraq is a young, single male, weltlucated (with
‘\ completed secondary education or above), and currently engaged inlddur market It is crucial 3
to highlight that the overrepresentation of young males in the likelihobhigrationstems from their =5
larger presence in the overall sample, rather than indicating a higher propensity to migrate compared ?
‘ ' to other groups.
N4
Table3: Likelihood ofmigrating in the near futureby age group. A f|
=
7 X How likely \‘
‘ \ areyou to ;
m;ggi';lz:o Not likely Slightly Somewhat Very likely [Did not Total :
: at all unlikely likely know] 4
\|/ country in
N4 the near (.
x future? =\
e Age 1825 (n = 426) {
2‘\ Employed 12 (55%) 81 (57%) 103 68%) 43 (54%) 0 (0.00%) | 239 (56%)
Single 21 (95%) | 135(94%) | 171 (B%) 75 (91%) 2 (100%) | 404 (%%) }
Male 19 (86%) | 123 (86%) | 164 (2%) 69 (86%) 1 (50%) 376 (88%) —
‘ ' Secondary }
\/ Education’anc EI N (e %) 135 (94%) | 170 (B%) 75 (%) 1 (50%) 401 (94%)
< Above (‘
Age 2634 (n = 471) R
73 Employed 20 (87%) 151 (B%) | 173(86%) | 60 (71%) 4 (100%) | 408 (&%) C
(1) Single 14 (6L%) 85 (54%) | 121 (60%) | 56 (65%) 1(25%) | 277 (B%) )
Male 18 (78%) | 138(87%) | 165 (82%) | 65 (76%) 1 (25%) 387 (82%) 2
Secondary =D
" Education’anc ErXC 0] 144 (91%) | 195 (97%) | 84 (D%) 4(100%) | 449 (95%) }
NZ Above
Age3549 (n = 107) \
et Employed 10 (77%) 43 (93%) 34 (87%) 7 (100%) 2 (100%) 96 O0%) / J
a0
“ Single 1 8%) 7 (15%) 7 (18%) 0 (0%) 1 (50%) 16 (15%)
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8 (63%) 39 (H%) 32 (82%) 6 (%) 1 (50%) 86 (80%)
(103360%) 42 (91%) | 38(97%) | 7 (100.00%)| 2 (100.00%)| 102 (95%)

As anticipated, when age increases, there isoacurrentgrowth in both employment rates and
marital status. This trend is evident across the entire sample, including those with higher intentions
to migrate. However, notably among individuals aged 26 to 34, a strong inclination towards migration
in the near futire is associated with lower levels of employment. Within this age bracket, 71% of those
indicating aWery likelydnclination towards migration are employed, compared to 87% among those
reporting Hot likely at alR 96% among those indicatinglightly unlikelyQ and 86% among those
expressing@omewhat likelQintentions. This underscores the association between diminished
employment opportunities anthcreased likelihood of migratigmffirming the influence of economic
factors as significant push and pull factors in migration decisions.

An additional interesting observation is that although males constitute the majority in every age group
across all migration intentions, they are relatively more predominant in the age range of 18 to 25 years
when expressing omewhat likelgX92%) orWery likelfX86%) likelihood of migrating to another
country in the near future. While definitive conclusions cannot be drawn due to the limited sample
size ofwomen these findings suggest a tendency for femaspondens to migrate at slightly later
stages in their life compared to mabmes.

IndividualMigration History

Beforedelving into the anlysis of migration intentions and driving factors, it is crucial to investigate
the migration histories of our surveyed individuaW&e inquiredrespondentsabout their prior
experiencegelated toliving abroad, the length of stay abroaahd the countries they have returned
from. Our findings indicate that onlysmnall subset(10%) hae lived outside Iraq with 66% of those
who lived abroadgtayingbetweenoneandfive years, 21%vedless than a yeaand 12% lived abroad
for more thanfive years.Amongthis group,a significant portion (44%) have returned from Turkiye,
making it the mostprevalentcountry of return, followed bySyria(14%) Reasons for returningary,
with the most frequently cited beingnproved economic condition§19%), closely followed by family
constraints (17%)Figure12 shows a detailed breakdown of the countrigem which respondents
have returned while Figure 13 showthe reasons for returngffering a glimpse into thendividual
migrationrealitiesof our sample.
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Figurel3: Reasons of return \
>
{
7N _ y S
(] Improved economic conditions IEEEEEG N 1996 )
| was forced too by family EE N 1 7% =
<z
‘ ' | just wanted to return back home I 15% )
4 Improved political conditions IEEE——— 120, p
| was deported by host country N 11% — :
i§ Completed education abroad IEEEEE——— 11% \
Family reunification failed so | returned to my familjE 10% )
=
Completed work contract abroad N 3% )
‘ ' Improved social conditions I 6% )
34
o . ¢
5.3 Themigrationdesire Intentions andnfluences 7
D - o . N
‘\ Corteiving and cosideringmigrationconstitute what HagerZanker et al. referred to as imagination )
within the area of migratiof® Thisencompasses variousiental processes, such a®nderingor -
envisioninga destination or a potential new life in a different country. However, not all visualisation Nt
" or imaginatiors of migrationmaterialise in reality Throughout the migration journey, both tangible ’
4 FYyR Aydly3aAaots StSYSyda LXFée | aA3IyAFAOF Yl N.Ef{f
whether to migrate, how to migrate, and when, as well as through which channels. This section will = §
focus onexploring the intentions to migrate, the anticipated timeline, the main drivers, and the key \‘

influencers thahave an impact on potentid A 3 NHeyisioa RakingAs stated previously, the initial
guery in our survey pertainedo whether respondents are considering migrating out of Irag. The
below Fgure 4 depictsthe responses categorised by various demographics, including age groups,  «u

@\'
A/

‘ ' governorate, population groypand working status. Overatibout 47% of the respondent®ften
N/ think about migrating, 41% occasionally think about #nd 10% have already made plans towards (“‘
(23 N
0 ] ] - ) S ) ) 4
7N SsWwSaaAOnt y1 98y DSYYF 1 8yySaases FyR /FAOGSNAYl al i1kt
ab aAdNl o2ymbEOXAX2Y WSAHASH [2AF0 INMIRISIZNB ¢ a A 3 NI en2oyh =i dzﬁzy\ S
KJLAYKKR2A®P2NAKMAOMAPoK YAIANI a2y KYY Il Rnnod -
nm r

ok =
o
=\

:L_
ot |

X
7



V/
-
/

[=~S\ )

L4
1/
Lo

migrating, while a few (2%)have already tried to migrate recentlfpon analysing theage
distribution, the younger cohort (18 to 25 years oéathibitsa higher tendencyo considemigration
(51%), whereas the oldergegroups show less consideratiguarticularlythoseaged50 andabove
Thisfindingis consistent with thearlierresultspresentedin the above table where we examined the

AN

-N,'m‘
b4 ™

different demographic characteristics to determine the profile of a potential migrant \‘
Figurel4: Potential migration out of Iraq
Are you considering migrating out of Iraq? ;‘
B | sometimes think about migrating [ | often think about migrating [JJj | have already made some plans about migrating -
‘ ' [l | have already tried to migrate ;
> 4 Total (
2 {
oo All respondents \‘
"W
By age group ;
=]
18 to 25 years old (N=426) r
; '4 26 to 34 years old (N=471)
351049 Id (N=107
0 49 years old ( ) \ f'
50+ years old (N=15) * 1
o Q
D
‘ ‘ By governorate ;
==
Dohuk (N=337) <
‘ ' Erbil (N=351) ;
N/ -
- Suleimani (N=336) r
m\
B i 7
o y population group
1}
Local resident (N=775) ;
_ -
IDP (N=249) r
}‘ !{ By working status
| : _ N\
Working (N=748) 46% % -
. N
7 -\' Studying (N=124) 31%
‘ ‘ Not working nor studying (N=152) F&£4

}
=]
Following up on the previous observations, where it was noted that the highest likelihood to migrate |
was registered iflDohuk this governorate exhibits lower levels of development compared to Erbil ?
and Sulaymaniyahalong with amore tribal and conservative social structufthese factorsmay Ve
influence the younger demographic to consider migration with greptebability and/orfrequency. > ¢
Additionally,Dohuk has an easy access to Turkiyéich is the first destinatioan-route to Europe \'
as sea in the Returnee Report
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decisioamaking processes (see Figure e willingness to migrate vissignificantly, with 42%f
"/ respondentsO2 Y A A RSNA Y 3 YA I NI { faddyl 7%lindicailgiazhigls likddihoad tof A 1 S t’ g
>4 migrate. Conversely, a substantial portion of respondéd@¥o)remain uncertain about migration, G
indicating that they are eitheWd f A I K G or&y 8zl £ A Kt$Bigradie Flriher anblyisiQby age - {
S segmentation reveals a notable trend among the younger population, particularly those between 18 Ce\:]
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both age groups 125 and 2634 are equal percentages at 61% each. This underscores the younger -
ISYSNIGA2yaQ &AGNBY3ISNI AyOftAyldAzy d2 YAINY GSop {
respondents (33%) who feel very likely to migrate, whereas Erbil and Sulaymaniyah poggsnt
percentages (11% and 7%, respectively). Both IDPs and local residents present comparable findings, g}:
even though IDPs show a slightly higher likelihood to migrate. Within the working status category
noteworthy observationsarise; individuals not engaged in labour or education show the highest
percentages of considering migration (28%). Further exploration into the likelihood of migrating in the
near future in correlation with education levels demonstrate that, respondentth viiigher
educational levels show a greater intention to migrate, notably those holding a bachelor's degree
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Figurel5: Likelihood tomigrate in thenear future \ f'
How likely are you to migrate to another country in the near future? Y, \1
zt\ [ very likely Somewhat likely [ Slightly unlikely [JJ] Mot likely at all
Total L
0% 50% 100% =
‘ ' All respondents _ ?
4
By age group [N (1
0% 50% 100% = ‘
7 < 18to25yearsold (N426) ST 42% EE N
() sotosayerson v [R5 D )
sstoayearsdd (107 [ a7 =
50+ years old (N=15) * - 33% 40% 20% r
>‘ '< By governorate
0% 50% 100% : ('
ye Dok (N-337) S \
®n e (N-as1) R
Sulimani (4-230) ] s T =
=3
‘ ' By population group ?
\ / 0% 50% 100%
2 Loca resident (-775) e 6 | \4
e or s o 2
AN
‘ ‘ By working status l
0% 50% 100% -
Waorking (N=748) [A5R 42w 7% 6% -
J Stdying (124 S | /
2 Not warkingnor stcying (-12) R % . p
SN
=
etiyet The anticipated timeline for migration among Iraqis who have previously indicated they are \‘
1‘\ Wa2YSgKEG tA1St e Q shoNdask@ifanBpropoktion$4Bo) Qredicing tw igratd: ( S
betweentwo andfive years suggesting a mediuterm view of migration plans. In contrast, 29% of L
respondents anticipate migrating in less tharo years, 16% foresee migration beyond the five years, -
" and 7%remain uncertairabout the timing of their migratiomattempts (see Figure 16) }
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Figurel6: Plannedtiming for migration

When do you think you will migrate? (n=602)
48%

29%

16%
I

Between 2 and 5 years In less than two years In more than 5 years [Did not know]

*Only asked if respondent is 'somewhat likely' or 'very likely' to migrate

The likelihood of migration segmented by gender shows that both male and feesdendentdend

G261 NRa (KS WwazyYSgKIFd tA1SteQ 2LIA2y 6KSy I aj
in the near future(see Figure 7). Particularly noteworthy are the similarities in decisioakings
between male and femalespondents Across all four categories of the scale (not likely at all, slightly
unlikely, somewhat likely, and very Iikely) the selected options show remarkable similarity for both
ISYRSNED® ¢KS Y2ai OKz2a sy I LILIS I NB 2 g6e mazz u&‘é
fA1SteQY gAGK GKS €SFHad Tl @2d2NBR 2LJiA2y o0SAy3

Figurel?: Likelihood of migration by gender

>
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42.58%
38.96%
35.38%

31.17%

20.78%
16.59%

9.09%

- .

Male Female

m Not likely at all Slightly unlikely ® Somewhat likely mVery likely

Further analysis was conducted tomderstandthe agebased variations in migratioimtentions. The
results inFigue 18 indicate varying attitudes towards migration among male respondents across
variousage groups. Younger maleged 18 to 25 show a moderate to higinclination towards
migration, witha Y 22 NA G & onmz0 O2 y &A IiNIDgtable faction®ed Y S 6 K
RSSYAy3 A umdlmdﬂ@nefss?toltrﬁ fdeéa @fIoving to another counlrythe 2634 age
IANRdzL)E GKAA&A 2LSyySaa LISNRAaGAZ ALK |y AyONBI-
shift towards uncertainty becomes apparent in the responses of individuals &%t 49. Here,
nSFNXf & KFIfF 2F (GKS NBaLRyRSylGa indicating @ dedredddy (i 2 }I
inclination towards migration, although a significant numbestill considesA G | & Wa2YSgKI @»
This scepticism peaks in the 50 to 65 age group, where there is a pronounced resistance to migration:

GKS YI22NAGE 2F NBaALRYyRSyda NraS GKS fA(St AKZQ&F?
alpr@f AIKGf & dzyt A1SteQ ocm: O2Y0AYSROU® ¢KS LISND &
drops sharply in this age group (10%), suggesting that the likelihood of migration diminishes with age. ,
Overall, the trend across all age groups leans towards2Y S ¢ K| ( f foailé @i@atigni I y OS
indicating a general openness among males.
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Figurel8: Male'sintentions to migrate according toage :
}
3 '_/, 44% 43% 46% 45%
a2 230, 36% 38% N\
d t 18% 17% 18% )
5% 5% > % > ;‘:

18-25 26-34 35-49 50-65

m Not likely at all Slightly unlikely ® Somewhat likely mVery likely
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Intentions to Migrateg why and why notavhere, howand with whan?

Exploring the perspectives of individuals who aterently not considering migrating to another
countryunveilinteresting insightgsee Figure 9). Themajority of respondents(55%)attribute their
decisionto a lack of resources as the primary reasowhile 28% expres$eing bound byfamily
obligations and 19% mention the presence of thelr famlly and friends in [fagseindividuals
encompass thoswho haverespondelwith Wy 2 i f A1 St & | i [Worotkowdlat A I K u@

Figurel9: Reasons for delaying migration
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6% 10% 12%

3% 5%
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- there  beforehand living migrate \‘
710\ standards in
A t current )
location i
=2
‘P Numerous studies have investigated factors driving emigration from Bhgdding light on the }
N4 elements shaping their decisianaking process. According tbe IOM, the deteriorating security
R situation andthe economic crisis stand out as primary drivers, followed by political instability, - fi
e insecurity, and corruptiofd’ In the MIRAMisurvey findings, a substanti&2% of respondentsvho J
35\ express a likelihood of migrationomewhat likelyor Wery likelyQ identify the lack of economic
opportunities as a key drivewhile 51% point to thepoor quality of life and weHlbeing. This indicates )
that a majority perceive economic prospects as inadequate in their current location and are thus :
ﬂ' hoping for better prospects elsewherén fact, the economic and political challenges that have )
N/ plaguediraqsince 2003 havalso strainedhe healthcare systengiminishingits quality, efficiency,
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and accessibilit§® This could also shed light on the wietling aspect, since considerations regarding
quality of life play a significant role in the desire to migrate, possibly also reflecting dissatisfaction with
social services, health care, or community infrastructure. Furthermore, political instability is
highlighted by 35% of respondents, underscoring concebagitathe political climate and its impact

on personal and societal stability. Although somewhat lower, the lack of personal freedom (35%) and
unstable security conditions (21¥&main notable factors influencing migration decisions.

Figure20: Factors influencing migration decision

What are the top three factors that are influencing your decision to migrate? (N=602)
62%

51%

35%

1% 14% 195
Lack of Bad quality of Political Lack of personal Unstable Lack of Family re-
economic life and well- instability freedom security education unification
opportunities being conditions opportunities

Only asked if respondent is 'somewhat likely” or ‘very likely' to migrate.

Civil Development Organisation in their interview stated that governments should deeply consider the
underlying reasons motivating people towards irregular migration, in order to address the root causes
of this issueDuring their information sessiongeoplealways ask them to advocate on thbghalfto

the governments and higlevel authorities, delivering their messages the need to provide job
opportunitiesat least.

The aim of our analysis is to ascertain whether the aggregate trends observed across the sample
exhibit variations when subjected to cresgbulation with different demographic characteristics or
variables. This allows us to interpret the differential irapaf these characteristics on the observed
phenomena, thereby enhancing our understanding of the underlying dynamics atTglagchieve

this, we comparedhe highlighted primary reasons influencing decisions across different age groups
(Figure 2)and anmong respondents across all three distinct governorékegure?2?). Forrespondents

Wi O]l 2F SO02y2YAO 2 LIJI2 NI dzy koinigiate QuithAaanotabli Bigher 2 & )7\ y
incidenceamong the younger group (67%pmpared to the oldedemographiq48%)¥. | R |j dzF £ A (&
life and weblo SAYy3Q NBYIFIAYy (GKS &dSO2yR Yzad AyFtdsSyiaa H ¢
younger group (54%). A noteworthy observation is that political instability is of greater concern for C
the older age group (40%), postting it as the third influential factor for this demographic, followed (
08 WdzyaidlofS aSOdz2NA(Ge O2yRAGAZ2YAQ O6HmE:0P hgS A\
determinant of migration decisions, particularly among the youth, while political andritgc

concerns held more sway among the older group. The data thus indicate that while there are shared }
concerns across age groups, the intensity and prioritisation of these factors differ, likely reflecting
different life stages and circumstance.
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Figure21: Factors influencingy I f &e€isions to migrate by age and governorate
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Upon incorporating the data segmettby governorates, it becomes evident that regional disparities
significantly shape the factors influencing migration decisioAsross all governorates the
predominant factor remains the lack of economic opportunitieswith the highest incidence
observed in Sulaymaniyah (77%), followed by Dohuk (70%) and E(#D%) Interestingly,
Sulaymaniyah has the highest level of concern regarding the lack of economic opportunities, despite
showing the lowest unemployment rates anmg respondentsOf particular interest is therder of
leading factors influencingigration decisionsF N2 Y Wt | O1 2F SO2y2YA 0O 2LJJ2
oflifeandwelo SA Yy 3Q> F2ff26SR 068 WLRtAGAOFIE Ayadl oAt A
reviewed from theperspective of each governorateot all factors follow the same order of influence.

For instance, in Erbil the primary factor is lack of economic opportunities, followed by political
instability (31%), unstable security condi® (29%), and lack of personal freedom (27%)is
illustrates that the prioritisation of factors varies across contexts, highlighting the nuatyreaics
influencing migration decisions within each governor&everalrespondents identify more than one

key factor influencing their decision to migrate. This overlagriical for understanding the
O2YLX SEAGE 2F YAINIGA2Yy RSOA&AA2YAT 6KSNB Ydz i
choice. Certain drivers, such as climate change, serve as indirect factors that may influence other
drivers® Furthermore, individuals departing from the same location may do so for various reasons,
thereby allowing respondents to select multiple factors they deem essential to their decisikimg

process.
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Figure22: Factors influencing migration decisidry governorate

What are the top three factors that are influencing your decision to migrate? (N=602)

B Dohuk (N=281) Erbil (N=180) [ Suleimani (N=141)
TT%
70% 61% B4%
A0% 3%, 3%, 4%
a5 N gge 27% 9% . _
16%19%  15%73%15% on 1% (o
Lack of Bad quality of Paolitical Lack of personal Unstable Lack of Family re-
economic life and well- instability freedom security education unification
opportunities being conditions opportunities

Multiple choice allowed in the responses.
Only asked if respendent is 'somewhat likely' or 'very likely' to migrate.

Further analysis wasndertaken to examine théactors influencing maleespondeni Q RS OA & A 2

migrate, segmented by age groups acrossttiree governorates The most striking observatios
the overwhelming impact of the lack of economic opportunities among both age group23&nd
26-34. Notably, Dohulexhibitsa pronounced spike not only in theck of economic opportunities, but
alsoin factors such avad quality of fie and welbeing, politicalinstability, and lack of personal
freedom Dohuk generally tends to have the highest numbers across almost all factors except for
family reunification, where Erbil has thdead. Interestingly,no male respondentin Dohuk stags
climate change as factors thatight influence their decisions to migratevhich may explain the
heightened prominence of other factarMoreover,climate changés also the least mentioned factor
among maleespondens in Erbil and Sulaymaniyah, suggesting it may not be ressmbas a pressing
concern or is overshadowed by more immediate issiiBs.lack of economic opportunitiesmerges

as a significant influencing factor among women as wiglvever, thesignificancevaries across age
groups and governoratesChe highest concern regarding the lack of economic opportunitiss
among women in the 264 age group in Erbillhis may be influenced by the fact that out of the 159
femalerespondens surveyed in the sample, 85 of them live in Erbil.

Key influencers in decisiomaking

Our MIRAMIsurvey data show that individual agency and family or external pressuresioféggect
FHgure 23 supportsthe notion of individual agency as a significant driver of migration decisiatis,

a notable 35% of respondents indicating that their choice to migragemade independently of
external influencers However, the chart also highlights the considerable role of family members in
Iragin influencing decisioimaking, whethethey encourage or discourage migration. In thimtext,

57% of the respondents who mention family and friends in Iraighlightthat they have discouraged
them from migrating The nexfignificantinfluencers are friends in Irag and abroad (both at 20%),
who lean towards encouraging potential migrants to migraiestriking finéhg from our analysis is
that 17% of respondents identyfgovernment officials as key influencerprimarily in encouraging
NEBALRYRSY(daQ A y.iRépandems/dd noti rdfer %6 ighNdl dffSials but rather to
public servants, who might even be connected to tiespondents throughkinship or friendship
relations, and with whom respondents generally interact for routine administrative tasks. Overall, it
appears that only family in Iraegs discouraged respondents from migrating, while other influencers
have predominantly encourag migration intentions
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Figure23: Key Influencers in Decisiemaking

Who are the key influencers in your decision-making process regarding migration and what type of influence
they have?

M Ercourage [l Mo influence Discourage

Mo one 35%

Family members in Iragq 3T%
Family members abroad 16%
Friends in lrag 20%
Friends abroad 20%
Returnees from migration 5%
Religious leaders 2%
Trikal leaders 3%
Other community leaders 1%

Government officials 17%
Multiple choice allowed except if 'no one’ selected.

Furthermore thevastmajority of respondentin our sampl€98%) highlight that is their own choice
to migrate Amonghe remaining 2%wvho experience pressure to migrate, the madéasonsare family

pressure (38%) and both threats and coercion (13% ewatttile 38% state other reasons suchtssng

askedby the husband (family reunification)

Preferred country of destinatiowhy?

As mentioned earlier, migration choices are deeply personal and often linked to a search for better
life, especially among those who feel socially marginalised or economically depipatexamining

the data on migration destination preferencé&dermany emergsas the most favoured country, with

19% of respondents selecting.ifThis aligns with data from the Federal Office for Migration and
Refugees (BAMF), whitlighlightthat the main countries of origin of migrants coming to Germany ,
are Syria, Afghartian, and Iraq® The UKisthe second most popular choice (17%), followed by Canada ;
(15%) and the USA (11%). Sweden is selected by 10% of the respondents, while 3% of respondents
who haveseleced other nonEuropean countries refer to destinations such as Turkiyetaad) AE. C

WS eSS eSS I WEe s e

Overall, the dataindicate a stronginclination towards European countries, with a combined 56% d
some of which already host a significant Iraqi and Kurdish diaspdrhese resultsnirror those <-«
3SY SN} 4GSR o0& Dwhich idri@dedieaZWDOR00INdvidialsacrossl56 countries )
between 2013 and 2016. Their results also indicate that the top countries migrants want to move to

are the USA (21%), Germany (6%), Canada (5%), ahiK(Beo)’* }
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Following the inquiry about preferred destinations, our survey delved into the motivations behind L
these choicesyhichallowed participants to select multiple reasons for their select{isae Figure 25) o
" Among the most frequently chosen countries of destinatiddermany, the UK, Canada, the USA, and ;
4 Swedeng our analysis revealthat the top reasons for selecting these destinatiosre better (
economic opportunities and an improved quality of lifeThis underscoreshe importance of » {
e economic prospects anddstyle enhancements in the migration decisioraking process. \‘
7
“\ Figure25: Reasons fochoosingdestination ;
What are the reasons for choosing the above destinations? :
‘ ' Germany UK Canada USA Swaden ?
4 (N=189) (N=171) {N=150) {N=114) {N=101)
= Better economic opportunities m 6% D f'
' Improved quality of life m 55% > \1
'2 ‘\' Always wanted to live there . 29% . 23% . 23% - 26%
Political stability | B | R ;
Peace and safety . 16% . 23% . 27% . 18% :
" Job oppertunities in specific industries l 13% I g% I % I 11% l 19% ?
\ { Popular destinaticn among migrants l 13% - 27% l 8% . 14% l 10%
x Education 9% 5% 1% 5% 5% » ('
o ire Ease of asylum procedure 9% 1% 1% 0% 1% \‘
1 \\ Family already residing there 5% 9% 7% 1% B% ;
Cultural or linguistic familiarity 5% 15% 9% 9% T% )
=D
‘ ' Multiple choice allowed in the responses. ?
N/ . . o : . .
BN Wealsoconducted a crostabulation analysis on th&07individualswho had previously lived outside ('
of Irag andsubsequentlyeturned. The analysis iderigfl patterns and trends among migrants about > {
their preference for returning to the same country, region, or elsewhekestriking resulis that all N

1‘\ individualswho returned from the global soutand Turkiyehaveeither selected the global north as
their preferred destination or have not chosen any destinatieee Table 4)
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Given the sensitivity surrounding irregular migration, our survey took a cautious apptekiotrately
avoiding direct questions regarding irregularity and the irregular migration process to minimise
potential discomfort However, we asked participants if they would considggrating to their
preferred destination without a valid passport and the required legal documents. The responses reveal
a notable distribution28% of participants indicate willingness to undertake such trgvE3% remain
uncertain,while the majority (59%) explicitly dismiss thielea, highlighting a strongreference for
regular migration pathwaysee Figure 26)
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Interestingly, 89% demale participants express a firm rejection to migrate irregulariyhile 7% of
them areuncertain. A deeper examination reveals tiodder respondents are less inclined to migrate
without a valid passport and legal docume(T8%for thosebetween 35 and 49ears old and (86%

for thoseolder than50), while this percentage decreases 8@% and 52%when consideringthose
below 34 years old gee Hgure 26). Despite the age disparity and the fact that the majority of
respondentsare yaung, still the tendency to not migrate irregular prevaildoreover, those who are
studyingalso indicate lower inclination to travel irregularly compared to those who are active in the
labour marke.
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Figure26: Consideringrregular migration
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Would you consider migrating to your preferred destination without a valid passport and legal documents?

Yy~ IV

PN

Wes W Maybe [T No

4\
;‘ ‘\' Taotal
All respondents )‘
2
‘ ' By age group }
NZ 0% 50% 100%
' 18 to 25 years old (N=426) N (1
=
athyert 26 to 34 years old (M=471) \‘
1 ‘\ 35 to 49 years old (N=107)
50+ years old (M=15) * L
-
‘ ' By population group ,
NYZ 0% 50% 100%
' Local resident (N=775) R (1
=
~ IDP (N=249) \l
/)
By gender l‘
0% 50% 100% —
Women (159 mEE- )
hen (M=B65) 2% %

When analysing the data across the three governoratespbgervethat the overwhelming majority

of respondents in Erbil would refuse to undertake irregular migration, while in Bathuk and
Sulaymaniyalan almost equally balanced percentage of respondents either show interest to travel
irregularly or would never considér (see Figure 27)These findings underscotbe importance of
tailoringthe campaigraccording to the specific needsd preference®sf potential migrants
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Figure27: Considering irregular migration by governorate
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Furthermore, when examining the results in more detail by considering other factors such as the
financial ability to migrate, it is observed that among those who are able to finance travelling without
papers, the results are not very different from the oak samplewith 32% of respondentsvho

would consider it while 57% would nofsee Figure 28However, among those who are not able to
finance it, the results drop significantly, with only 13% that who would consider it and a substantial
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70% who would not, possibly due to the increased difficulties associated with the lack of resources.
Regardinghe sources of information about migration, those who rely on family and friends are the
v/ least likely to consider irregular migratio24%) while those who rely on TV and radio are more
- open to the ideaof travelling without papers(49%) This finding mirrors the fact observed earlier
where we saw how influence received from the family is frequently to discourage migration.

-
a0 Thissuggests thathe channels through which individuals receive information about migratiare
influenced by the type and way in which information is presentadhich will be explored more in
the subsequent chapter.
Figure28: Considering irregular migration by ability to finance it and source of information
A4
Wes W Maybe [TNo
- - Total
A\
All respondents 28% 13% 9%
By ability 1o finance migration
4
Able to finance migration (N=231) m 57%
Not able to finance migration (N=793) RE£] 17% T0%
A\
By source of information about migration
Selected Family and friends' (N=568) 64%
sy Selected 'social media’ (W=608) 35% 15% 50%
Selected ‘other migrants’ (N=251) I 49%
A\

Figure29 below highlights the main factors that may lead potential migrants to consider migrating
irregularly. The maost significant results indicate that respondents perceive irregular migration as
quicker (76%) and cheaper (73%pan through legal channels, thus suggesting thdtvidualsmight
possess incorrect or inaccurate informatioregarding this path. As highlighted liye IOM, the

4 irregular journey to the intended destination can indeed take months or even yé&isthermore,
the fact that many other migrants have been migrating irregularly in the past is also a significant factor
FFFSOGAY T LIS2 hijhpred by4addiok ihedzBsPondentskha other factors such as

'CESN eSS eSS eSS eSS e e )8

T\ recommendations from family and friends abroad and returnees do not seem to be very significant.
Data on considering migrating irregularlyas also disaggregatdoly access to information about
migration (which will be discussed in more detail in section)53ame trendshow thatrespondents

| who have access to information abomigrationtend to not consider irregulamigration, and thar

A4 refusal to undertake this pact increases with theivareness ofmigration (seeigure 30). Thosewho
consider tohave access to information about migration (80%) are unlikely to travel irregularly.
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Figure29: Main factors for considering irregular migration

(1)

What are the main factors that would make you consider this path? (N=285)
6% 73%

RS

J/
Laaaa\

49%
-
2 ‘\ 16% 1% 6% 6% )
It iz quicker It is cheaper It is the most Recommended Visa application Recommended Recommended =
COMMOon way by an agent was rejected by family and by returnees -
friends abroad )

VD
N

Cnly asked if respondent is considering migrating without passport and legal documents.
Multiple choice allowed in the responses.

J/
Lo aa\

Figure30: Intentions of irregular migration byaccess to information about migration

[
/N

Would you consider migrating to your preferred destination without a valid passport and legal documents?
[Disaggregated by access to information about migration]

M ves [ Maybe [l Mo

C

7~ |
N
\ 1/ Sy N
T\ “

\'
4

1)

V=
N

If responded 'not at all’ If responded ‘to some If respondent to a If responded "fully
(N=79) extent' (N=476) great extent' (N=388) aware' (N=80)

J/
T\

When the data is further disaggregated the source of information on migratio(Hgure 31), it is
noteworthy that respondents who rely on other migrants for their source of information tend to
indicate that migrating irregularly is quicker (8g%naking it the highest percentage among the
different sources. While the difference may not be too significant from the rest of the responses, this
finding underscores the potential influence of peer networks in shaping perceptions about irregular
migration. Compaatively, the results are not significalyt different between respondents who inform
themselves through one source an@ther.
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Figure31: Main factors for considering irregulamigration by source of information

\'
L q

What are the main factors that would make you consider this path?
(Disaggregated by source of information on migration)

1)

[ Selected family and friends' (N=138) [ Selected TV and radio’ (W=55) [ Selected 'social media’ (N=210) [J] Selected ‘other
migramts' (N=78)

VD
N

T7%78%78% 0% Jeu 740, 79% 745,

J/
Lo\

5% 57 % 505 470

@\'
A/

21%
17%14%14% 13%14% 05 19%  ge, 4% % 8% 8% 5% 6% 8% L
It iz quicker Itis cheaper It is the most Recommended  Visa application  Recommended Recommended g
COMMOon way by an agent was rejected by retumees by family and )

friends abroad

VD
N

Multiple choice allowed in the responses.
Only asked if respondent is 'somewhat likely” or ‘very likely' to migrate.

J/
Lo s\

Overall, looking at those with strong intentions to migrate, wan conclude thatthe composite
potential irregular migrantprofile is male (n=279), between 18nd 25 years old(n=144), basedn
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‘ Sulaymaniyah(n=143), active in the labour market with futime employment (n=99), with an =
" individual income of 500,000Q; 800,00 IQD (n=77)and with completed high school education )
V4 (n=110). C

Figure32: Irregularmigrant profile - (:
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This section dehsinto the preparatory phase of the migration, exploring the steps that respondents ’
havealreadytakenin prepamtionto migrate, their duration, the source and kind of support received, ( (:
and the potential challenges they might have experienced. X
Table5: Preparatory steps of migration («
Have you taken any preparatory steps for migrating to another country? l
If If )
responded responded
All likelyto ‘unlikely' to (f
respondents migrate migrate :\
1 Not yet 56% 38% 82% }
| have gathered information on migrating to
2 the preferred country of destination Sah - L
| have contacted friends and family for ?
3 assistance 13% 20% 2% :-;
| have applied for a visa to the intended
4 country of destination % e e ( \
5 | have collected the required documents 7% 1% 1%
] | have contacted an agent T% 1% 2% !
7 | have applied for a passport 5% 8% 1% ;
I am learning the relevant language of the
: destination country & % L ! (
9 | have made payment to an agent 1% 2% 0% \
| have booked a ticket for the full or part of (_,
10 the journey 0% 1% 0% l
From our survey, its evidentthat the majority of respondents (56%have not taken any steps
towards preparing for migration Among those likely to migrate, a smaller proportion (38&&)enot )

taken any steps yet, suggesting a higher level or readiness or intent among this group compared to ("‘
the general population of respondentslowever,an overwhelming majorityof respondents(82%)

havenot begun preparations yet, which aligns with their stated low intentions to migraeathering J
information on the preérred country of destination is a common step for those considering migration, («
as indicated by 28% of all respondents. This step is equally common among those who specifically }
indicate their likelihood to migrate (38%), which may suggest that informatiineging is a pivotal

early step for those seriously considering migratiBmen amonghose who are unlikely to migrate

14% have also gathered this informatiddoreover, lower percentages of respondents likely to

migrate have taken more concrete steps towards the preparation, such as contacting friends and

family for assistance (20%), applying for a visa (12%), collecting the required documents (11%), and
contacing an agent (11%Jhose unlikely to migratstate that theyhave not applied for a visa, and (b
only 1% hge collected the required documentation. Further down the list of preparatory steps, such ;
as learning the language of the, making payments to an agenéven less common, with (5%) and

(1%) of all respondents respectively have taken those sipe is a clear distinctidretween those

who are likely to migrate and those who are unlikely to migrate, thighformerinvesting more efforts 7

in the preparatory activities. It is noteworthy that the spectrum of preparedness ranges from initial G
information gathering to booking a ticketuggesting that the path to migration involves a series of

concrete stepseachrequiring accesso specificinformation. N
With the Figure 33elow, we can generate different profile of responses with the aifrdistinguishing }
between aspiring and intending migrant@espite not seeing significant results, the largest profile

pc }

7 )30 )T BT o T )T T I e



YN W CED Y CERD Y ED W T

(220 w(><§<

A\
comprises of 37%f people whohavestarted preparatory steps and is likely to migrate in the near
future. This identifiesan intending migranassomebody who haconcrete migration intentionshas

V% started to make plansnd has taken preparatory stepehe remaining profiles draw different degrees

B of aspiring migrantswith 33%of respondents nohavingtaken any preparatory stepand unlikely to
migrate in the near future, followed by those who are likely to migitate have not yet taken any

7 N preparatory steps (22%)The smallest group consists of respondents wiave started their
preparatory steps but are unlikely to migrate (7%Qrther disaggregation of data by age reveals that
41% of younger respondents who are more likely to migrate have taken preparatory steps in this
direction (Figure 34). This finding aligns with the finding that younger respondents are more likely to

\|/; migrate, thus demonstrating a higher propensity to engage in preparatory steps.

B Figure33: Preparatory steps by likelihood of migration

AN Has started Has 'not’ started

preparatory steps preparatory steps
Ri.fs ponded ‘likely’ to 379, 209
migrate
5y 4
Rl.fs ponded ‘unlikely’ to 7% 339
migrate

A\

100%
Figure34. Preparatory steps by likelihood of migration (age group below 30 years old)

N/

B For respondents younger than 30 years old (N=700)

7 N Has started Has 'not’ started

preparatory steps preparatory steps
Responded ‘likely' to 1% 21%
migrate
4
Responded ‘unlikely’ to 8% 30%
migrate
2\
100%
The majority (35%) of those who have takesomepreparatory steps have takethree to sixmonths
to go through them while 24%havetaken oneto three months, 20% more thasixmonths, and 18%

N/ . oL . L L

A less than a monthwhenqueryingour sampleabout their financial plans for their migration journey
(see Figur@®b), irrespective of their intention to migrate regularly or not, tiajority (49%) indicates

7. that they intend to use their personal saving3his preference remains consistearossall surveyed
age groups bt sees a slighhcrease to 52%mong those identifyings local residestrather than an
IDRs. Moreover, sponsorshifrom parents or siblinggmerges asthe second most popular option
among all respondents (25%) and particularly among the younger age cohort (29%), which may reflect

\l/ greater financial dependence dihe family. In contrast, only 15% of the older age group reljaomly

= support. Notably, selling houses and assets is a significant funding source for older respondents
(29%) compared to only 11% of the younger grampo would consider this optian
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Figure35: Financialplanning formigration

How do you plan to finance your migration journey?

30 years old
Below 30 years Local resident  IDP
All respondents ., n-200) ;}:;1"%“ (N=775) (N=249)

Sponsored by parents/siblings - 25% - 29% . 15% - 25% - 24%
Sell house and assets . 16% l 1% - 29% . 17% . 15%

Sponscred by extended family abroad I 4% I 4% | 2% I 3% I 4%
Abank loan | 3% | 4 | 2% | 3% J o
Aloan from a private lender | 7% I 3% | 2% | 2% | 2%
A scholarship | 2% | 3% 0% | 2% | 1%
Sponsored by extended family | 1% | 1% | 2% | 1% | 2%
Aloan from extended farmily | 1% | 1% | 1% | 1%

0%
| would not be able to finance it . 23% . 22% . 23% . 20% - N%

Multiple choice allowed in the responses.

The least choseoptionsfor financing migrationnclude sponsorship by extended family abroad, bank
loans, loans from private lenders, and scholarshgash selected by 4% or less of all respondents.
Notably, 23% of allrespondentsreport that they would not be able to finance their migration
journey, indicatinga significant barriein planning for their migration journeyl hemultiple-choice
guestion allowedespondents to seleatarious sources to finance their migration.

) WV YWV YT w(}\Q(

In addition, we analysed the relationship between individual income and the methods of financing a
migration journey(see Figure 36)Jnsurprisingly, individuals with no income or very low income (less
than 1QD 160,000r approximately USD 1P@re most likely to report that they would not be able to
finance their migration journey. Among those earning between 1QD 500,000 and 8@at@a@USD
380and 610) it is most common to rely on personal savings for financial supfietoption of selling
houses ad assets is most prevalent among the midiieome earners (IQD 500,0d0600,000
equivalent to aboutJSD 380 and 1,20®ut not among the highest income earners (more than 1QD
1,600,000 or about USD ,200), who can rely instead on their personal savings. Loans, both from
banks and private lenders, appear sporadically across different income levels without a clear trend,
possibly indicating thahey are not the primary method of funding migration for most individuals.
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Figure36: Financingsources ofmigration byindividualincome

6. More than 1,600,000 IQDIN B 54(5%)

5. 800,000 1,600,000 1QD [l I W 144(14%)
4.500,000; 800,000 1QD | EEG_G_ I B 251(27%)
3. 170,000; 500,000 1QD N B 128(13%)
2. Less than 170,000 IQIFE 13(2%)
1. No income NN I N 151(15%)
m 1. | would not be able to finance it 2. Personal savings
m 3. Sell house and assets m 4. Sponsored by parents/siblings
m 5. Sponsored by extended family 6. Extended family abroad will cover the costs
7. A bank loan m 8. A loan from extended family
m 9. A loan from a private lender m 10. A scholarship

Furthermore, when aggregating the data based on their likelihood to migrate dreir eligibility to
migrate legally to their preferred country of destinatigeee Figure 37)we notice that among the
group who aranorelikely to migrate, the majority plan on using their personal savings (52%), followed
by sponsorship from parents and siblings (36&b)iJe a smaller portion would consider selling their
houses and assets (17%). These findings are consistent with our earlier results, which indicated that
these three methods of financing are the most commonly used across all responbigatsstingly,

only 12% of those likely to migrate feel that they would not be able to finance their journey,
suggesting a level of financial readiness among this grabpnversely, among those who are unlikely

to migrate, a significant proportion of respondents (38%) report that they would not be able to finance
their journey. This might also indicate a correlation between perceived financial barriers and the
likelihood of migration. For the respondents who perceived themselves to be eligible to migrate
legally, the reliance on personal savings is the highest of all (61%), whilefgdfithat they cannot
finance it, representing the lowest percentages across all groups.
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Figure37: Financial planning by likelihood of migrating and eligibility to migrate

How do you plan to finance your migration journey?

Responded Responded Responded Responded 'not  Responded 'do
Tikely' to ‘unlikely' to ‘eligible to eligible to not know if
migrate migrate migrate legally’ migrate legally’ eligible'
(N=602) (N=422) (M=498) (N=338) (N=188)

Personal savings m m m
Sponscred by parents/siblings m I 9% - 25%

- K3
- 76% . 23%

Sell house and assets | RS B s | R | R P
Sponscred by extended family abroad | 2% 0% | 2% | 1% | 1%
Abank loan | 5% | 2% | 2 | 3% | 2%
Aloan from a private lender I % | 1% I 3% | 2% 0%

A scholarship | 7% | 1% | 4% 0% | 1%
Sponsored by extended family I 5% | 1% |4% I 3% I 3%

A loan from extended family | 1% 0% | 1% | 1%

0%
| would not be able to finance it I 12% m I 1% - 28%

Multiple choice allowed in the responses.

When asking respondentshout who would accompany them on their journey, tbgerwhelming
majority (52%)statesthat they would betravelling alone while 25%mentionthat they would travel

with their immediate family, and another 10% with friendisis interesting to note that oly 6% of
respondents mention that they would travel with an agent, thus potentially suggesting that they see
the agent as a facilitator rather thaamsthe accompanying persoioreover,19% of those likely to
migrate in the near futuréndicate that theywill travel with their children.

FHgure 3B presents the findings on the support received by individuals planning their migration,
categorising the primary supporters and the type of support they have providedglib&ionwas

only asked to respondents whad previouslyndicated having taken preparatory steps. It is apparent
that family in Iraqis the most significant source of support for potential migraritslicated by30%

of the respondents. Therimary form of support that the family providsis financial support, in 79%

of the casesinterestingly, 21% aBspondents declare that they have not received any support from
anyone Friends abroademerge aghe next most substantial source of support (20%), which can
provide mosthinformation. Support from family abroad and friends in Iraq is relatively less common.

PY SN WEIS I eSS eI S NEei N ‘WO'Qt

Overall, family in Iraq or abroad mainly provides financial assistance, while friends abroad and in Iraq

usually provide information and, in some cases, connections with an agemfazilitator. Other
stakeholders such as governmentse MRCin BaghdadNGOs, returnees, community networks, or
smugglers, are not mentioned as sources of suppns @esnot come as a surprise, as generally
Iragis turn to friends and fanyilwhen theyneedassistance?
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Figure38: Primary supporters in migration planning by type of support

Who has supported you the
most in planning for your
migration? (N=444)

In what way have they supported you?

Nt

e e e el

L)W

No one 21%

Family in Iraq 30% Provided me with information 23%
Provided me with financial support 79%
Provided me with contacts 12%
Connected me to an agent 8%
Helped me arrange my documents 10%
Helped me find a job in the country of destination 4%
Helped me find accommodation in the country of 12%
destination °

Friends abroad 20% Provided me with information 86%
Provided me with financial support 14%
Provided me with contacts 16%
Connected me to an agent 6%
Helped me arrange my documents 14%
Helped me find a job in the country of destination 6%
Helpgd me find accommodation in the country of 5%
destination

Family abroad 13% Provided me with information 70%
Provided me with financial support 60%
Provided me with contacts 18%
Connected me to an agent 10%
Helped me arrange my documents 32%
Helped me find a job in the country of destination 20%
Helped me find accommodation in the country of 23%
destination

Friends in Iraq 11% Provided me with information 73%
Provided me with financial support 16%
Provided me with contacts 18%
Connected me to an agent 22%
Helped me arrange my documents 22%
Helped me find a job in the country of destination 4%
Helped me find accommodation in the country of 8%
destination °

Other 5%

Total 100%

Only asked for respondents who indicated having taken preparatory steps in the previous question.

In terms of challenges faced by individuals who have taken preparatory(§tigpse 39)the majority

of respondents (51%) facehallenges in arranging for the required fundsvhich alignswith the
previous findingsccording to whicla significant number of potential migrants are unable to finance
their journey. Following closely48% of respondentsdentify obtaining a visa as a challenge
Obtaining therequired documents andhavigatingslow bureaucratic processese also cited as
challenges, experienced by 38% and 32% of respondents, respectively.
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Figure39: Migration preparation challenges
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What challenges are you experiencing in your migration preparation? (N=445)

Vil
N

1242 D (i
e N
- i
1‘\ To arrange required funds 51%
To get a visa 48% )
To arrange required documents 38% =
‘ ' Slow bureaucratic processes 32% )
A 4 To make living arrangements in destination country 27% f
To find credible agent 24% N
4L
= < To find relevant and credible information on destination country 13% \
‘ \ Corruption in public administration 5% l
Mone 4% ]
=3
‘ ' Cnly asked far respondents who indicated having taken preparatory steps in the previous guestion. ,
N / Multiple choice allowed in the responses except if answered ‘none’.
Finding a credible agent and acquiring relevant and credible information on the destination country = (‘
- represent significant challenges for 24% and 13% of the respondents, respectively. These findings \‘
1\\ suggest that there are obstacles in obtaining crediblerimfation and guidance. Noteworthy is the
fact thatfinding a credible agent does not seem to be high on the.lBtis aligns with a later finding )‘
regarding the need for a more informed decision to migrate, which reveals that knowing how to assess «u
" the credbility of agentds not a priorityamongrespondents. )
4 When we crosdabulated the challenges with the age groujsee Figure 40)we noticed that those .
in the age category 185 face the most difficulty in arranging the required funds, followed by — :
i difficulties inobtaininga visa or making living arrangements in the destination couRegpondents \\
2‘\ between 26 and 34 yearldmention that getting a visa represent their most significant challenge. )
Figure40: Challenges in migration preparation by age group =
-
3'/ . . . . 64
S To make living arrangements in destination countjga™ s 47
hay ot | ! R N\
Oow bureaucratic [Z)I’OCE‘SS(?Pl 6 5 \‘
v - L . . . e 8
1 ‘\ Corruption in public administration 13
To find credible agent 44 62 )‘
95
To get a visa e 17 105 ?
1
. A . 25 . .
3'4 ¢2 FTAYR NBtSOIyl | yEETONBRROIS AyF2NVIGA2Yy 2yX p
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To arrange required funds|l_ 10 93 — :
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5.5 Information confidence levels antsk awareness

Recent researchnrisk awarenessuggessthat 1) potential migrants intending to migrate irregularly
are often aware of the risks involved along the migration ro@gthey tend to overestimate their
likelihood of successfully reaching the destination country and securing anticipated job opportunities
3) there is an evident demand among potential migrants for improved access to migratated
information; 4) engagement in awarenes®ising campaigns has been shown to influence potential
Y A 3 NI yeéptiofds of dSkMihd their intentions regarding irregular migration.

Thesealign with the findings from our survey, which reveaarying levels of awareness among
respondents regarding the complexities of irregular migratidhe following section will allowfor
better understandingon LJ2 (1 Sy { A I fbasi¥khavNdge df an@ration and the general risk
awarenessssociated with travelling irregularlyhe results obtainedvill help the design ofailored
campaigrmessagedy addressing knowledge gaps and focusingessaccessible information

We asked the respondents to what extent they feel they haseess to information about migration
options in genera(see Figure 41)About half of the respondents (46%) indicate that theyvaW¥ (i 2
a42YS SEGSy i @hild 3BD S dccesso infofimation to a great exterifthe two most
extreme options \fot having access at g@ind $lly aware of how to accedbe information} are
selected by 8% of the respondents.

Figure41: Access to migration options

To what extent do you feel that you have access to information about migration options?
Mot at all To some extent To a great extent . Fully aware

All respondents

FHgure 42 presents the confidence of the respondents in the accuracy of information they have
gathered about migration destinations, segmented by the sources ttese used to obtain this
information from (more indepth analysis of the sources of information will be discussed in chapter
6). Overall,62% of respondents ar& A (i K&dtately confidentl49%)2 NérnptonfidenQ13%),
opposed to the38% ofrespondents who arélightly confidenf{32%)and \Hot confidentatal? & ci’z 0

When we delve into the specifics, respondents wieave used social media platform$o gather
information on migratiorshow slightly less confidence, with only 9% feeling very confidedt3%
not confident at allthus suggesting that social medaae perceived as less reliable. In contrast, those
who rely on TV and radio express greater confidence compared to social medidl @Withbeing very
confident. Individuals who rely on family and friendis returneesas their source of information
exhibit a similar pattern to the overall result¥hose who gather information from government
websii S& SEKAOAG KAIKSNI O2yTARSYyOS onTt: | NBheWISNR
combined confidence level here is the highest among the graupsygesting that official sources are
perceived as more reliable. The most notable findingelated to the group that usedhe MRC
information serviceswith 18%of respondents feeling? @S NE  Od? tfiefirfoR&itjori they have
anda large segmertbeing Y2 RSNI (1St & O2yFARSY(OIQ oO6co:0®
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Figure42: Confidence innformation accuracy

How confident do you feel in the accuracy of the information that you gathered about migration destinations?
. Very confident Moderately confident Slightly confident Mot confident at all

All respondents

o :

If respondent selected ‘social media platforms' (among other sources) (N=608)

If respondent selected family and friends' (among other sources) (N=568)

I .

If respondent selected TV and radio’ (among other sources) (N=195)

If respondent selected ‘returnee migrants' (ameng other sources) (N=118)

If respondent selected ‘government sites’ (among other sources) (N=98)

If respondent selected "Migrant Resource Centre’ (ameng other sources) (N=84)

Ranked by frequency of each information source.

() W)WY w('r\é")(

Furthermore, we inquired whether respondents are wafbrmed of their legal rights as migrants in
terms of asylum procedures, human rights, identity documents, legal status, or in dealing with police
and border authoritiegsee Figure 43Yhose whdeel fully informed account for 31% of theample

while 15% believe that they ar@ot informed atallP2 a A G A @S | yasSNAR oweSaz ¥
O2yadGAiddziS GKS YFr22NARGE 2F (GKS &l YLES oO6T1Tx:0
Neverthelessthe accuracy o$uchinformation remains uncertain, as it depends on the reliability of
their sources. Disinformation, which is widespread, can be seen as an additional method employed to
target vulnerable groups of societyWithin the context of tlis survey, we did not inquire about the
NBalLR2yRSy(aQ LISNIobthélinkoangtiorgbtit wé riight fihd@h delidsed on their
FaaSaaySyid 2F GKS a2dz2NOSQa NBf Al qpredercé & damik KSy
members or friends in their desired destination countrgnd the extent to which they depend on

them for accurate migration information, wind that 50% of the respondents have such connections
abroad. Additionally, the majority (46%) only occasionally rely on these connections for accurate
migration information.As statedin an interview with the Civil Development Organisation (CDO),
getting informationfrom family and friends or on social media might not always be accurate

<

Whey get some rumours from relatives and friends or there are some groups on social media that
they provide information some of them which are not @@D02024).

The dependencenand confidencen social mediarealso evidenin the interview with WEQyhere
they mention that informatioron migration is predominantly sourced from social medighin the
community. Potential migrants tend to trust social megiatforms more than other sourceand this
resultsin depending on social media as the primary sowtmformation on migration.

People get all their information and ideas for migration from social media publications. lllegal
migration is having an impact on socieigrants believe in different sources but especially on what
they see on social media groups and posts online. That is by far the main QUE®@, 2024).
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Figure43: Awareness of legal rights asmaigrant

Do you feel you are well-informed of your legal rights as a migrant?
W ves, fully Yes, partially Mot sure Mo

All respondents

Examining the remaining 15% of respondents witieve they are not well informed on migration
interesting patterns emergésee Figure 44Asylum procedures, identity documents, and legal status
all have an equal percentage of respondents (40%). Additionally, 9% of thigrewip are unsure
about the kind of information they would like to receivihis indicates that no specific topiscrucial

to disseminate among potential migrantssince they all have the samenportance. Hence, all
should beaddressed in awareness campaigns.

Figure44: Lack of knowledge on migrant legal rights

Which of the following do you think you are not informed of? (N=593)

40% 40% 40% 6%
I H B OB e
Asylum procedures Identity documents Legal status Dealing with police and Mot sure

border authorities

Cnly asked if respondent feels not well informed or partially informed of rights as a migrant.

Multiple choice allowed in the responses.
Some of the interviewed stakeholdersentionedthe needof more information on available support
services for migrants in both Iraq and destination countries, which is usually lagkEQ. further
emphasise that people usually get misleading information about the costs and risks associated with
migration, especially in irregular migratiorStakeholderssuggest that more accurate and
comprehensive information should be given regarding legal pathways for migration, including on visa
requirements and application procedur&ey alsdoelieve thatincreasinghe awareness of migrants
on legal migratiorcan encourage them to pursue safer and more sustainable migration options.

Knowledge still seemed to ®bust among respondents when we inquireédem about the legal

optionsthat they believeto be available for travelling to their destination countffyigure 45)Despite
the multiple-choicenature of the question, work vida identified as thenost commoroption for legal
travel (429%. Thisis followed by humanitarian admissi¢®3%9, while visit and studentisascome

after at 27% and 23%espectively Only 7% of respondents think that there are aptions to legally
travel. This subgroup is mostly comprised ofale respondentgn=60), between the ages 18 and

34 (h=56), employed fullime (n=15), andusingsocial media (n=4@nd family and friends (n=32

their sources of information
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Figure45: Options for legal migration ‘:
According to your knowledge, what are the optiont to legally travel to your preferred country of destination? )
‘2% 33% 5 (:
27%
= 18% 14% \
7% 6% )
Work viza Hurmanitarian Visit visa Student visa Famnily re- Resettlement Mo options  [Did not know] =l
admission unification Drocess ;‘
Multiple choice allowed in the responses.
Segmenting the data furthdp examinerespondent§knowledgeabout their own eligibility to travel » (1
based on age analigrationstatus, we observe thatork visa remairsthe most commonly perceived Q
option for regularmigration. Overall, 24% of respondents believe they are eligiblesfodent visas,
but younger individuals are more optimistic (31%) compared to their older counterparts (10%). L
Similarly, humanitarian admission is viewed as an option by 23% of the respondents, with IDPs feeling
relatively more eligibldo this (28%) compared to other groupie perception of ineligibilityaries )
significanty across all groups, with approximately one third of respondents belig¢lisighey are not
eligible for any of the migration options. Generalifhile work visas are considered the most eligible N fi
migration option, a considerablgart of respondents either feedineligibleto migrate or is uncertain 7 \1
about their options. Moreover, results suggest that perceptions of eligibility vary with age and
displacement statugFigure46). )
Figure46: Options individuas eligible to migrate ;a
Below 30 years 30 years old and Local resident IoP
Allrespondents 14 \-700) above (N=319)  (N=775) (N=249) Ve
Work visa m m 38% m m : :
Student visa B 2 EXl o= B = B = A\
Humanitarian admission [ 23% B 25 | RS - B B 2z )
Family re-unification e [ R EQ B e B 22 :
Resettlement process . 18% . 18% . 18% . 16% - 29% )
Visit visa | 3 | REE e oz B 24
| am not eligible 3% 3% 3% 32% 36% N (1
[Did not know] [ RE R | RS R - B v \‘
Multiple choice allowed in the responses except if selected | am not eligible’. )
=
In the followingsection, pre-existing knowledge on access to rights and services in destination =2
countries is discusseth general, it appears that respondents perceivat it isdifficult for irregular ;
migrants to access these servi¢eggure 47)Asylum acceptances perceived as the most difficult to
access in 8% of the cases, whilethe easiest is social inclusion (17%)verall, social inclusion, = ri
housing, and employmeriNE | aaSaa SR WS | @ acCessFalirredghabrhidrainta idtBef e \é
destination countrieswhile education, unemployment benefits, and asylumre assessed tde
wifficult or Wery difficulto access }
]
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Figure47: Options available tarregular migrants in the destination country =
‘ ' Do you think migrants travelling without legal documents have access to the following in the destination )
N/
- - country? (
W very easy [ Relatively easy [l Neither easy nor difficult Relatively difficult [ Very difficult : \:

0

&=

0%

-
=
=]
S

Social inclusion

Fdng housing TR —

(="}
V4

}
=
Finding employment - 26% _ r
3'/ Learning the language . % _
i Accessing education 26% _ -({:
Accessing unemployment benefits 33% _ .- \‘
'2 § Asylum acceptance 28% _
Notably, there are differing degrees of familiarity with key aspects of irregular migrdtioancial L
costs emerge as the least known aspect, with 40% of respondérdicating that they are either not r
!'/ at all aware or slightly aware of them. Similarly, awareness of the duration of irregular migration
B3N journey shows comparable levels, with 35% falling into the lower awareness categories. However, a I
higher proportion ofrespondents (39%) demonstrate moderate to extreme awareness in this regard. > :
Converselyrespondents appear to be most aware of the risks associated with irregular migration Q

with over half ofthe respondents (54%) indicating a solid knowledge of them. Nonetheless, a
significant proportion of respondents (27%) remain unaware of these risks.

@x\'
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Figure48: Familiarity with irregular migration risks

To what extent are you familiar with...
[ Not at all Slightly [ Somewhat | Moderately [l Extremely

Yy

[ L~ )
"/(x N™
\
o

B )
12% r
Vi
5 2\
(\
I~
‘ ‘ ..the financial costs of irregular ...the duration of they journey if ..the risks associated with
migration? undertaking irregular irregular migration? )
migration? :
¢KS NBALRYRSY(GaQ 1y26t8R3IS 2F (KS GaLida 2F NRaJ 3

VD
IN™

(see Figure 49T he type of riskknown to the majority of respondents is drowning or accidents along

the journey (49%) closely followed by deportation (48%). Psychological abuse and bribes and
extortion fees are mentioned by 11% and 16% of the respondents, respectively. Interestingly, only 2%
of the respondents have not heard of any risks.
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Figure49: Knowledge on migration journey risks

Drowning / accident along the journe
Deportation
Mistreatment by border police NG 34%
Mistreatment by agents |GG 32%
Detention / imprisonment GGG 28%
Lack of food and water NN 8%
Losing money N 6%
Sexual abuse NG 24%
Kidnapping NG 24%
Physical abuse NG 20%
Separation of family membersElIIIEENEGEGGENGNNNNNNNNNNE 20%
Sickness/death NG 19%
Bribes and high extortion feeSiNNENEGEGEGEGEGEGEGEGEGE 16%
Psychological abusclllllE 11%

| have not heard any risklll 2%

49%
48%
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Whenaskedabout thar awarenes®f any organisations or entitighat they couldcontactin caseof
emergencyduring the journeythe majority of respondents (54%) points out that they are not aware

of anyentities, and32% mention that they are aware of sopwehile 14%are not sure(see Figure 50)
When asked about who toontactin case of risks, the most referred to entity is the Iraqi Embassy or
Consulate in the preferred country of destination (83%), while the police and NGOs and international
organisationsre the second and third most cited entitién,23% and 15% dhe casesrespectively.
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Figure50: Awareness ogntities to contactwhen facingmigration journeyrisks

V=
N

In case you encounter any risks during the journey, are you aware of any organisations or entities you could

contact?
- Yes Mot sure No
7 < Wy W O
‘ ‘ All respondents
32% 14%

Afterwards weinquired respondents aboutheir perceivedrisk awareness associated with irregular
migrations especially if they wereilling to migrate irregularlyFigures1). Confirming earlier findings,
30% of respondents who are considering irregular migration are aware of the riskscontrast,
among those who are not considering migrating irregularly, 24% of the respondents have no
awareness at all. Howevéf we group togetherli K 2 8 S éanfoderately0ihd WktremelyCaware

of the risks the subgroup of respondents who are not sure about migrating irregularly constitsite

the larger one(68%) This could bethe reasonwhy they are not sure yet about their migration path.
Building on this, when we asked respondewtsether they would still consider migrating irregularly
knowing te risks involved, the majority said no (57%), especially among the older age group (69%).
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Figure51: Awareness of the risks associated with irregular migration =
‘ ' To what extent are you aware of the risks associated with irregular migration? )
> < B notatall [ Slightly [ Somewhat Moderately [ Extremely (‘
X

(="}
V4

e X¢

Y
"' 32% — \:
2 ‘\ If respondent is considering If respondent is not sure about If respondent is not considering
migrating without legal papers migrating without legal papers migrating without legal papers }
(N=315) {N=123) (N=586) =B
=
" When askedwhether they wouldconsiderirregularmigration despitethe risks involvedsee Figure ’
4 52), the majority of respondents(57%) answer egatively while 31% of respondenteespond Ve
affirmatively. Further data reveal thayounger respondents (1® 25years old are the most willing — {
to consider migrating without legal papers, with 37% respondiffignatively. There is a clear trend \'

that willingness to migrate without papers decreaséth age Gender differences are also notable,
with a significantly lower proportion of femaleS%) consideringriegular migration Furthermore,
IDPs are slightly more willing to undergo irregular migration than local resideatmardless of the
disaggregation of the data, the majority of respondents would not consider irregular migration

@x\'
4l

Figure52: Intentions ofirregular migration after knowledgeof the risks

Would you consider migrating without legal papers knowing that there are risks involved?
W ves WNotsure [ No

[ L~ )
"Ax)\"
" -y N
VAR

Total -
0% 50% 100% —
‘ ' All respondents )
N4
By age group A f'
100% R
ot 18 to 25 years old (N=426) \
20\
‘ ‘ 26 to 34 years old (N=471)

35 to 49 years old (N=107)

50+ years old (N=15) *

VD
IN™

By population group

Local resident (N=775) = :
;“< IDP (N=249) \
By gender }‘
-
‘ ' Women (N=159) )
} 4 Men (N=B65)
\¢
=4

Further analysis was conducted based on -sgibrted eligibility to travellegally in order to
dzy RSNARGFYR AT GKA& OlFy 2NJ g2dA R Ay Tt dzSFiQuE NBa
53). When respondents indicate they could be eligible to migrate legally, they show a lower likelihood
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to migrate irregularly (25%psopposed to those who indicate not being eligible to travel regularly
(34%). It is worth noting that being eligible aoy migration option does not necessarily mean that

the likelihood of a potential migrant to opt for irregular migration is eliminated.

Figure53: Intentions of irregular migration by selfeported eligibility to migrate legally

Would you consider migrating to your preferred destination without a valid passport and legal documents?
Disaggregated by self-reported eligibility to migrate legally.

0 ves [ Maybe [l Mo

If respondent reported at least If respondent reported not If respondent reported not
one eligible legal option to being eligible to legally migrate knowing if eligible to legally
migrate (N=338) migrate
(N=498) (N=187)
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6.1 Introduction

The primary objective of communicating about migration issues frequently revaveund shaping

public opinions,clarifying or addressing misconceptionpromoting positive attitudes towards
immigrants or influencing behaviours related to migration decisimaking’® As highlighted by Sharif,

the evolving communication landscape is marked by widespread disinformbtnited opportunities

for detailed and unbiased reporting, as well as a growing influence of social media. This has made it
crucial for EU policymakers, the media, and civil society to communicate information about migration
effectively’’ The following sections delve into some key findings fromMii@AMIsurvey orthe kind

of messagingo employ, the messengers and their radad influencethe most preferred channels of
communication and the impact of these information campaigns on decisi@kingprocesses.

6.2 Messaging

Effective messaging plays vdtal role in shaping public perceptions and behaviopayticularly
regarding important topics such asigration’® Researchemphasiseshe complexity of message
framing, highlighting its capacity tevoke specific emotional responses and ethical considerations
among audiencedRositively framed persuasive messages, which highlight the advantageous results
of actions or behaviours, generally elicit more favourable responses and reactiamsehatively
framed persuasive messagdihe interplay of anticipated emotions, such as guilt, further complicates
the reception of framed messages. Elevation, triggered by selfless acts or morally commendable
behaviour, often inspires positive action and enhancegpérity to positively framed messagesn

the other hand guilt, associated with the recognition of personal or collective shortcomings in
addressing an issue, can sometimes motivate action but may also lead to avoidance or denial,
particularly when messages are negatively framed.

To complement the discussion on messaging and its impagstematic review reveals an increasing
scholarly interest in migration information campaigns, particularly over the last dé€dde framing

of messages in migration campaigns is a nuance strategy that governments and organisations employ
G2 AYyTFitdzSyOS LRGSYGAl t Ymaddglprgoesse. ThaSeNApdignsiofteyi &
present migration in aegative light using images, narratives, videos, and slogans to portray the
dangers and hardships of irregular migratidhis approach aims to deter individuals from taking such
22dz2NySea o0& AyadaAtt Aywidespread Qidzindi dizhddrmadichregarding2 o A f
migration are other easons for thedevelopment ofinformation campaignswhich often aim at
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addressinghese issue&* However, the effectiveness of these campaigns in discouraging migration is
debatable. Information campaigns might oversimplify the complex reasons behind migration }
decisions, andverestimate the fact thathe decisionto migrate is not only due to the lack of
information.®® Information campaigns targeting potential migrants have generally gained momentum G
GAGK GKS 9! Qa G22t0602E (2 YIyl3S VYthell dskhasirdwed | Y R )
dzLJ KAIKSNI 2y GKS 9 !-2086s00H § felldee dvisistt Ss\akr th iBterview m p &
conducted with the international organisatioiouth Speakbroad messaging will not work, and
government messages are not trusted by the population

YWny information the government puts o@t2 ys@niérsede informal dilegal netvorks Young
people feel such government messaging is propaganda. ThesKkR&hding to keep people where
they are and dissuade people from going, and people want @gouth Speak, 2024).

2KAfES YlIye OFYLIATya F20dza 2y KAIKEAIKGAYT (KS
& 2 dzNJ $oméF &sbl Ddaoporate positive messages alongside these warfmeover, these
campaigns aim to provide accurate information to counterbalance the often misleading or false )
narratives They do not just highlight the risks, but also include information about the realities of
asylum regulationand thechallenges of undocumented life in destination countriglile some even
offer alternatives tdrregular migration and legal pathwa§snformationcampaigns are strategically ("\
crafted, utilising various media chanrflgwhich will be discussed further in the section 6.4) to (i
disseminate clear, engaging messages to broad communHiesuring messages successfully get

across requires engaging content, as it forms the foundation of effective communication. It is crucial

(2 O2yaARSNI GKS NBOALASYyGaQ AydSNBadta +FyR LINAZNJ
expert Brian WH#on suggests, using clear, straightforward language is key toeetisateveryone

understands and connects with the message. Additionally, addressing any potential resistance or
concerns with empathy and proactive acknowledgement can help facilitate th®oo
communicatiorf’

rQW i

-y

When patrticipants were asked about the information necessary for their deaisaking process on
migration, information on thecost of the migration journeyand on the legal migration processes
and requirements emerge as the most valuable onewhile that on potential risks of irregular
migration is deemed to be the least releva/hen analysing the results in relation to other

]

G

Type of information to make an informed migration decision Q
)
}

G

L
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.WL5D9{ 22NJAYy3 tIFILISNE HAHHDD %
B¢ N} dzy SNE / KI Y 1€CldzyR S/RF (LY IBRING2 299 !/ F YL Adya ¢ NBSay t
NI QT Y (lRKOMRRgZNE | ¢ [KYOSNIF 3Ay3a aAdNl o2y LYyF2NNIoa2y /}Y
[ Saaz2ya [ SFNYSR YR h LISy v dzSrae e /3 ¢
KGLIAYKK G DPAOYLIR®2NAK Uf SkR2gyf 2 RkppyoTkUt Sk! tLHuAAHMY
8/ AGftAY YIFLGAALFIUOFA YR Wdzadeyl {S3Sa CNBflI{1ZI W¢KS
aAdNla2yQ O0+xASYYl X HAHHO®

87. NALY BAVERFSENAYI / KFIy3IS GKNRBdAK 9d50edS /2Ydey)\®
F1SK2ft RSNAX¢E [AY{1SRLY tdzZasS o06f2303 10K hyﬁ&mBTdQQKJaY)KK
Qe BBY dzy AEOY LI2Y@ SISH2 Y kK D

) el
O
U))

TH }

(

7 )30 )T BT o T )T T I e



Y

A\

N\t
/\

W,
N

N\t
7\

N\t
/\

.
IN

.
N

)3

Figure54: Information / Support needs

What type of information or support would help you make a more informed decision about migration? Rate

each on a scale from 1 to 5, with 1 being ‘Not important and 5 being ‘Very important'.

Detailed information about legal migration processes and requirements

All respondents

Below 30 years old

30 years old and above
Men

Women

Personal stories or testimonials from migrants who have successfully followed legal pathways

All respondents

Below 30 years old

30 years old and above
Men

Women

Access to legal advice from migration experts

All respondents

Below 30 years old

30 years old and above
Men

Women

Information on potential risks and challenges associated with irregular migration

All respondents

Below 30 years old

30 years old and above
Men

Women

Information on the costs of the journey

All respondents

Below 30 years old

30 years old and above
Men

Women

Advice on how to assess the credibility of migration agents

All respondents

Below 30 years old

30 years old and above
Men

Women
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demographic factors such as age and gender, it becomes evident that women and older participants
exhibit a greater level of concern regarding obtaining information about various aspects of migration.
More specifically, womemore than menprioritise having access to information related to legal
migration processedApart from this distinction, no other differencese evident(seeFgure 54)

To further discuss the results regarding what type of information would facilitate a more informed
migration decision, and to determine the type of messages to focus on for the campaigns, we hereby
look at each type of information in detddee Figure 55Dverall, the majority of respondents consider

that receiving more information on all the aspects related to migratiotiigortantQor Yery
importantQ yet, somepieces ofinformation seem more valuable than otleB83% of respondents,
for example, value information on the costs of migration 8portantor Wery importantQin line
with our previous findingaccording to which respondents state that they are not very familiar with
the costs of the journeyFollowing closely73% of respondents would require more detailed
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information about the processes and requirements for legal migrationonsidered the second most =
important piece of information. On the other hand, information on the risks of the journey, advice on )
3'/ how to assess the credibility of migration agents, and access to legal advice score the lowest, with
.; 58%, 63%, and 67% ofsmondents, respectively, considering them important or very important. N\ (l
n Figure55: Type of information or supporto make a more informed decision about migration / \‘
)
What type of information or support would help you make a more informed decision )‘
about migration? =3
" 70% )
N/
TN 51% f‘
43% 42% 43% —~
37% Y, \i
; < 26% 25%
‘ \ ) 22% 18% 20%21% 19%20% l
15% 110513% 0% 10% 12% oo 30 N 10% ., ’ o
5% 6% 7% 6% 6% 8% I -
2% I
i na inl 1 i1 sl 1l }
N4 E(\im'v'Egc\lmvggwmvgg(\io’i&ggmm¢§§~mvE
s s 3 28 28 28 2 8 g N
£ E E E E E E E E E E S > \‘
- - = bl > = > = > = > = >
1‘\ 2 g 2 g 2 g 2 g 2 g 2 9
< 6 - 6 o 6 o 6 6 6 }
Detailed Personal stories or Access to legal Information on Information on the Advice on how to :
information about testimonials from  advice from  potential risks and costs of the assess the )
3'/ legal migration migrants who havemigration experts  challenges journey credibility of
m processes and successfully associated with migration agents (
requirements followed legal irregular migration w1
pathways ' \i
Furthermore, we asked participants about their exposure to various aspects of migration in }
information campaignsin order togaina better understanding of their prexisting awareness of =
these message&esults reveal that 419%6f respondentshave been exposed to warnings about the r
3 '/ risks and dangers dfumansmuggling40% hae come across information the legal requirements
E228 for migration, while 29% reporto haveencountered campaigns thahave clarified the concept of ('
“ migration (see Figure 56)Only 12% of participants rept to have encounteed campaignsthat —~ {
A specifically indicated more sources of information on migratisuggesting a gap in comprehensive \:
‘\ communication strategies within these campaigi29% of respondents alnot know who the )
organisers of these information campaigns were, while 24% state that the campaigns they came across 7_,
were organised by NGOs, 104dNGOs, 9% by the Iragi government, and 5% by the MRC in Baghdad. ;.
3 '/ Figure56: Aspects ofmigration encounteredin campaigns
Which of the following aspects of migration have you come across in information campaigns? — \:
1 ‘\ 1% 40%
29% )
19% —
‘ ' 12% g% g% )
N/
SASN Warning people Legal Explaining what Protection Telling people  [Mot asked, no [Did not (
” of risks and reguirements of migration is messages for where to get information remember] w1
n dangers of migration migrants maore seen) P \]
;‘§ smuggling information
Multiple choice allowed in the responses. )
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When we inquiredstakeholdersaboutthe key information needs among potential migrarase key
element mentionedis the lack of offices with hotlines thatould provide people with more
information about migration.Additionaly, the Department of Labour and Social Affainsthe
Sulaymaniyah office nosg¢hat the use of TV channets disseminate information effectively should
be increased, especially among tymuth. Furthermore,Yazda organisatiostates that people aim to
have an overview ofthe most commonroute among potential migrants (such as Greece).
Subsequently, they requirmsights into the difficulty of the routeand howborder guardshandle
travellers. Finally, they seekclear understanding of the challenges and benefits in the country they
want to migrateto in order to make an informed decision on whether it is worth migrating £&dbof
the aforementionedpoints have been reiterated by numerostakeholders we interviewedll in
alignment withthe informationneeds of migrants.

6.3 Messengers

Beside the content of the message, the credibility of the messenger is another critical factor that must
be consideredin the design ofin information campaign in order to increase its effectiveness. The
analysis of théligrants as Messengemmoject, for instance, which leverages the stories of returnees
who have experienced the journey firsthand, shows that the personal connection between the
messenger and the audience and the shared experience that the messenger can pnat@dthe
message more impactfi®

Figure57 examines the influence of family ties on the decisinaking processutlining the impact

of having family in the destination country and the frequency of contact with th&fmilethe majority

of respondents rely on family members as key influenctrs figureshows thatthe majority of
respondents (74%) who have family members in the destination country do not identify them as
key influencers also aligning with our findings that their key influencers are actually family members
in Irag. In general, the more frequent the contacts are, the higher the influence and in this case the
encouragement to migrate isThe onlyexcepton is represented byhose who are in touch once a
week(37%) whoseem to have a stronger influence than those who are in touch daily (B8%&ction

5.5, wehave seerithat among the50% of the respondents who have social networks in the preferred
country of destination, only 46% kebccasionally on these connections for accurate migration
information. Looking at this sample in more deptbspondents that have social networks abroad are
also those who indicatd more likelihood to migrate in the near future (ségure58).
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Figure57: Key influencers and type of influence on migration intentions -
) Who are the key influencers in your decision-making process regarding migration and what type of influence ?
B they have? ‘ f
i .Enc:ﬂurage .Nninﬂuence Dizcourage Mot selected as key influencer - \
Has family in destination country 50% _ )
Does not have family in destination country *  47% .
Does not know 3% | ?
N4
£ If has family members in destination country (N=514) f
- In touch daily 23% _ { \
\ In touch once a week 3% - ;
in tauch ence a menth 23% -
In touch every 3 months 9% I ?
7 In touch every & months or less 6% I
= Mo contact 2% ‘ (
# This includes having no family membres abroad at all or having them in other countries than destination country. ( \
Figure58: Social networks in desired destination ikelihood to migrate ;
Do you have any family members or friends who live in your preferred country of destination? ?
Y/ Yes
sy M Mo (
: [ [Did not know] 35% :
- s0% N
N 61%
; All respondents Responded 'likely' to Responded ‘unlikely' to ?
migrate migrate
£ ( :
As mentioned in the MIRAMBackground Repoff the role of returneesas influencers and (
- messengers hasot received much academic attention. However, and in virtue of their firsthand (\
N experience of migration, they do play a crucial role as messengers in information campaigns. This
' result was also evident in th®M campaignMigrants asMessengerswhich highlighted the central 3
role that returnees play in the development, planningnd implementation of the campaigh.
Moreover, during thefocus group discussienconducted with returnees in Iraq for the Returnee }
/ Report, some highlighted theinterestto act as messengers for potenti@tregular) migrants and
: reported that they have been approached by friends and family members for insights into their (i
R migration experience®. However, in oursurvey,returnees rankrelativelylow on the listof people ; \
Y GKIFG YAIKEG Ay T dzégkidDgproressthndsyppoit henRrEntigkatioh Rlafinifigis (
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canbe attributed to the possibility that some of them might be referred to simply as family and friends :;":"
a8 rather than being identified by their migration status. While returnees can provide valuable insights )
g/ and firsthand experiences, their influence may ntways be explicitly recognised or attributed to
B their migration experience. O
_ __ When looking into the most impactful influencers and supporters that would act as messengers in the (},
a0 campaignsfamily members in Iracare the key influencers, as well as those who provide the most
A support in the planning of the migration journeysee Table 7)Comparatively, families in Iraq play a ) i
crucial role both as influencers and supporters, though their influence is stronger in the decision —
Qe making process than in the planning phaseboth cases we see that no one has been a key influencer }
V4 in their migration decision nor in the planning, suggesting that either they enjoy a high level of
= ~ independence, or they actually lack any available support. Friends in Irag or abroad are more G
signficant as influencers than supporters in planning, indicating thatrtr@e may be more about . \
7N providing advice than practical support. This was evident in chapterhich showedhat friends (J
4 usually provide information while family members provide financial assistance. Furthermore, we see }
the absence oflragi government agencies and community networkghich could imply a gap in =B
institutional support for potential migrants Overall, it is apparent that social networks are central to ?
\ / potential migrantsand should therefore be mobilisexs messengeris the campaigns
e Table6: Key influencers iimigration intentions andsource of migration support G
; < Individual / Entity \ Percentage Individual / Entity Percentage G
] Family members in Iraq Family in Iraq 30% ;
No one No one 21% 3
Friends in Iraq Friends abroad 20% =
9 / :,f\llh(l)( 2US Y Friends abroad Who h?sd Family abroad 13% ;
NV e ke - supporte
& “ influen)::ers g?deérgommumty yomhe Friends in Iraq 11% G
] in your Government officials most in Agent 2% \’
7 N o [Sels I Family members abroa WEREE MRC 0% <_¢
making Returnees from for your Returnees from 0% }
process?  mulleleiely migration? EuleleE ey =
aa Tribal leaders Government 0% )
\ Community
243 Religious leaders networks 0% g;
- < BEven thoughgovernmentsdo not seem toplay a key role in supporting potential migrants wikteir G
0B planning, theyplay akeyrole in disseminating informatiotihrough specific programs. As cited in our ;
interview with the IOM, the Iragi governmentolds presentationsfor people to raiseawareness of
irregular migration.
\ / Figure59 shows the distribution of key supporters basedemployment statusind ageFocusing on ?
B the younger age groups, we observe that those employedifut and parttime mostlydepend on G
\ their family in Irag for planninghe migration journey. Generally, family in Irag appears to be the "/ 4
; < predominant source of support across most employment and age grdopestingdy, full-time (:
A employees andlaily labourersshow highertendency todepend on themselves than those in part ;
time employment. We then see a dropsalf-dependenceamong the unemployed, homemakers, and ~
retired individuals. Among younger respondents there ioteworthy support from friends both in
N Iraq and abroadAdditionally,despite the low numbers of respondentsommunity networksseem ?
5 4 to be amore commonsource of supporamong unemployed individuals than amotmpse active in G
the labour market We also notice that studentg@athe most likely to seek support from agerits =
ww comparison to other groupdn any caset seems that no matter how we disaggregatbe data, (5
’ \ family remains the main support network for potential migrants }
. TT ) '
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9@@ Figure59: Source of migratiorplanningsupport byemployment status and age group =(§
}‘ !/‘ - 1. Noone b
g 2. Family in Iraq I D (‘
' = 3. Friendsin Iraq = » ‘
pipond :é 4. Family abroad 5 &
7 \ E='” 5. Friends abroad =
‘ ‘ g 8.NGOs mm » )
& © 11. Agent IS -
) @ : 1. No one jory ‘Ql
& -g_ 2. Family in Iragq I ?
‘ ' }% 3. Friendsin Iraq w
> < :;L 4, Family abroad ~
' § 5. Friends abroad I~ '™ r‘
2 11. Agent -
- 1. No one \‘
2 ‘\ ﬁ 2. Family in Iraq
_% 3. Friends in Iraq )
b®8 g 4. Family abroad ‘Qi
= 5. Friends abroad i
9. Returnees from migration )

1. No one
2. Family in Iraq
3. Friendsin Irag

4. Family abroad
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5. Friends abroad
9. Returnees from migration
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3. Friendsin Irag
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6.4 Channels of communication and information

audience effectively. Traditional media, social media, community evets, and direct engagement are all
viable channels, each with its strengths and limitatiofgrexample digital platforms may be more

effective in reaching younger audiences, while community meeting and traditional media channels (}/
can be more effective for older audiences or in rural areas where digital access is.ites )
emergence ofinformation and Communication Technologies (ICTs) has significantly reshaped how
(potential) migrants access informationpffering them multiple platforms to connect socially

worldwide. Particularly, social media platforms have become pivotal in facilitating the advertisement }

of legitimate or illegitimateservices and the dissemination of (mis)information regarding migration C
routes and risk$3 (

The choice of communication channels is crucial in ensuring that the message reaches the targeted C
(.

For our sample,the most preferred source of informationis social media platforms (59%o) (}/
particularly among those between 18 and 25 yearq@%o) andhose aged between 26 and 34 (60%) )
followed byfamily and friends(55%) The lattersourceis more favoured by those aged 35 to(#8%)

and thoseolder than50 yearsold (66%).Far behind, a quarter of all respondents relyioformation

from other migrants, followed by traditional means of communication such as TV and radio (19%). }

Lesscommon sources within theampleinclude word of mouth (14%), returned migrants (12%), G
governmentwebsites (10%), community networi&%) and MRCs, NGOs, and C®il$8%, 6%, and
3% respectivelylnterestingly is the dependence on information from government websitesd Q
agenciedor those aged 5@r more, making itthe third source ofinformation after family and friends

and social media platformfor this age groupThis aligns with a survey conducted by the National
Democratic Institute (NDI) in 2018at revealedL NJ |j A LB LIt St & 2F (I NHzAa G Ay
ability to address major concerns such as jobs and unemployffient }

Overall, social media platforms and family and friends are the most cited sources of information across G
all age groupgsee Figure 61)hese preferences remain consistent across subcategories, suggesting

a strong reliance on social networks for information regarding migration. Moreover, no one in-the 50 Q
65 age categorfaschosen WBther migrant€as a source, and only 29 peoplavechosa it from the

3549 age brackets This is a stark contrast to 234 individuals in the younger age groups who }
consider other migrants as a significant source of information. This suggests a generational difference

in the reliance on and trust in information from those with direct migration experieHogvever, itis

worth noting that in our sample, those in the age bracket@®0constitute a small fractiorFurther ("‘
analysis of the sources of information according to gender yields the same results. No observation was (i
noted of femalerespondens preferring a source of iofmation more than mal@®nes despite their
small representation in the sample.

During an interview with Civil Development Organisation (CDO), they suggested MRCshave
social media accounts or channelstilising them for spreading more awareness and sharing
information and knowledge on regular migration would be beneficial. In their opineheveryday
experience social media hae the most significanimpactand outreach.
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Figure60: Sources of information about migration options

~ e

Which sources do you usually rely on for information about migration options and related subjects?

18 to 25 years 26 to 34 years 3510 49 years 50+ years old
old (N=426) old (N=471) old (N=107) (N=15) *

Social media platiorms 59% 65% | 60% | 40% | B
Family and friends m m m m
Other migrants - B3 B 2 B e | R 0%

Tv and radio [ R | Bk | R [ RS | ki

Vil
AN

All respondents

(="}
b4
\1/
Laaa\

1)

‘ ' Word of mouth l 14% . 14% . 15% l 1% . 20%
N4 Returnee migrants Joi g~ g [ R | 2%
(
n Government websites/sources I 10% I B% I 9% . 14% - 7% : ‘
w. Community networks I 9% I 10% I B% IB‘% 0% \
20\
“ Migrant Resource Centre I 8% I 6% I 9% I 1M1% 0% ;
NGOs | = Jex | 5% o | -
Civil society organisations I 3% I 4% | % I 3% I % r
s '/ Printed materials | 1% 0% 0% | % 0%
S35 Message and call apps | 1% 0% | 1% | 2% 0%

1/

T\

Multiple chaoice allowed in the responses.
* Results are only very indicative due to low number of sample size.
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Figure61: Sources ofmigration information by age group

Social media platforms (Facebook, Instagram, Twitter, TikTe _2;32
YouTube)

1)

L~ )
™

Family and friends

T2\

110

Other migrants 121

20

91
Tv and radio Fge
59
Word of mouth F‘ 69
Returnee migrants 50
9 -3 17

36
Government websites/sourceﬁ- 43
4

42
Community networks Fsa

27
Migrant Resource Centre—lz— 44

e\
4

' VD
7t “ ™
\ 1/ Sy N\~

N 25
Non-governmental organisations (NGOEZ 23
1

D
N™

15
Civil society organisationﬂ 16
1

Message and call apps (WhatsApp, Viber, Telegram hglﬁ

\J/

e\

2
Printed materials (brochures, posters, etd)lg

(=S
=/

m18-25 m26-34 m35-49 m50-65

VD
N™

In order to explore potential variations basedtte NB a4 LJI2 Yy RSy taQ f S@St 27
legal rights as migrants, further analysis wamducted Hgure 62). The findings indicate that
individuals who consider themselves fully informed on migration primarily depend on family and
7N friends (59%)followed by social media platforms (44%). Conversebse who perceive themselves
“ as partially informed rely more on social media platforms than on family and frientikis suggests
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that social media platforms are a key information source for all respondents, regardless of their level

of awareness about their rights. Furthermore, across all levels of awareness, official sources such as

government websites, NGOs, MRC in Baghdad, aril Sticiety Organisations are less frequently
consulted. This suggests a notable gap in institutional support for potential migrants.

Figure62: Sources of migration information by level of awareness abaonigrantslegal rights

Which sources do you usually rely on for information about migration options and related subjects?

Disaggregated by level of awareness about legal rights as a migrant.

If respondent is ‘fully

informed’

(N=314)
Family and friends
Social media platforms
Other migrants - 2
Word of mouth . 15%
Government websites/sources . 12%
NGOs o=
Tv and radio [ R
Returnee migrants l 10%
Community networks I B%
Migrant Resource Centre I T%
Civil society organisations I 6%
Printed materials | 1%
Message and call apps | 1%

Multiple choice allowed in the responses.

If respondent is
‘partially informed

F1

B

o
*

#

w
o

=]
F Y
&

&
2
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S

“’T-
#® 2

#

— — —
=]
&

If respondent is ‘not If respondent is ‘not
sure if informed’
(N=1186)

52%
| 4%
| 3%
0%

B
| B3

B s
| R

| 1%

| 1%

D% 0%

We also examinedvhether respondentsperceivedthemselves tobe eligible to migrate legallin
relation tothe sources of information they rely dor their migration options in orderto see if any
differences are revealed in terms of eligibility of migrat{see Figure 63However, no differences
emergedbetweenthe respondents who reported at least one eligible legal option to mig(&tst
column) and those who reported not being eligible to migrate legally (second col&oaipl media
and family ad friends still remain the most common source of information no matter how the data is
analysed.
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Figure63: Sources of information bligibility to migrate legally =
‘ ' Which sources do you usually rely on for information about migration options and related subjects? )
\ 4 Disaggregated by self-reported eligibility to migrate legally.
{
If respondent reported at If respondent reported not If respondent reported not £ '
least one eligible legal option  being eligible to legally knowing if eligible to legally . \1
- - o migrate migrate migrate
2 ‘\ (N=498) {N=338) (N=187)
Family and friends 58% m 43% }
Social media platforms m 79% :
‘ ' Tv and radio 20% | Rl ;
A < Other migrants - 19% m (
Word of mouth 13% 2% - :

H
Government websites/sources . 1% I 2%
|

[

N

gun
b b
]

Returnee migrants 8% 17% . 11% ;
NGOs | B | J o= -
Community networks I 6% . 13% . 9% r
Migrant Resource Centre I 6% . 5% . 12%

Civil society organisations | 4% | 4% | 1% \ (1
Printed materials | 1% 0% 0% 7 \1
Message and call apps | 1% | 1% | 1%

a\' VD
A/ * N

Multiple choice allowed in the responses.

Figure 64shows the information sources of different sgboups of respondentbased ontheir
familiarity with issuesssociated withirregular migration Again, and in all cases, social media and
family and friends remain the most important sources of informatiorrelation tothe awareness of
the risks associated with th@urney (third column), 71% of this sigooups rely on social media
platforms Furthermore, those who rely asther migrants as sourcef information tend tobe more
aware of the financial costs of migration.

\J/

=) V=
2 IS
TN

' VD
2 IS
- w
&b faa\

Vo=
N®

\J/

@&\'
AN
o\

VD
N

J/

@\
/N
Lo s\

NI

B e

N

K
A



YRR YA R AR Y @Y

a

1

£l

Figure64: Sources of information by familiarity with issues of irregular migration
9 Which sources do you usually rely on for information about migration options and related subjects?
}"’ < Disaggregated by familiarity with issues in irregular migration.
Y , If respondent is moderately or  If respondent is moderately or  If respondent is moderately or
U extremely familiar with the extremely familiar with the extremely familiar with the
o financial costs of migration duration of the journey rizks associated
T\ (N=292) (N=403) (N=559)
LA Social media platforms m 60% 71%
N2 Ea E =
RS Returnee migrants . 14% . 13%
_, \_' Migrant Resource Centre - 17% I 7% . 1%
( N Community networks - 15% . 13% . 12%
&0
Word of mouth s R
Government websites/sources . 10% I T% . 10%

AF NGOs f 5= | 33
N 4 Civil zociety organisations I 4% I 4%
s < % Printed materials | 1% | 1%
ez Message and call apps 1% 1%
7 3 | |

Multiple choice allowed in the responses.

Regarding exposure to information campaigns, respondemt® askedf they had encounterecany

information campaigns, whether through TV shows, events, or any other means of communication.

The majority of respondent{79%) report having seen information on migration through social

media, while 46% hae been exposed to information through traditional TV advertisements or

o programs and 44% through websites and the internet (sigrire65). Workshops and radio programs

1 \ account for about a fifth of responsd®sters and newspapers represent the leestnmonmeans of

communication to get information on migration, with 16% and 11% of responses, respeclivebe
findingsare intriguing ashey respond toearlier studiesdocumentingaccording to whichworkshop-

Y type activities and cable TV advertisementwre the most popular communication toolsfor

N/ campaigns’®

o Evensome of thestakeholdersinterviewed mentionedthe importance of sociamedia and TV
o programsin disseminating informatiorand the needor stronger presence on these platforms.

4 Where could be more presence in social media to provide more information and help people decide
whether migrate or notSocial media in general, TV channels and counselling offices with good case

management are the best ways to transmit this informa€ighi- Tahreer Association for
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Figure65: Sources of migration news over the last year -
‘ '/ Sometimes there are TV shows, events or other information about migration and about people moving from )
b %A one country to another. Over the last year, have you seen or heard of any of the following in your area? {
R Wves [ Notsure [ No - \:
7N _ _ 0% 50% 100%
‘ ‘ Social media 79% }
Website e ;‘
\ Workshop orsession XA S S
postr = 7
i - = s
While digital platforms and traditional means of communication represent the most common B
channels to obtain information on migration, it is alsoteworthy that potential migrants might r
‘ ' encounter such information through various channgkse Figure 66)n fact, approximately a quarter
N/ : ) :
B3N of respondents have encountered relevant information on two or three different platforms (23% and (1
' 25%, respectively), while only @%ve encountered migration information on five platforms or more. > {
g Upon further disaggregatioof the datawe still observe that the majority of respondentegardless N
“ of their age, gender, or migration status (local resident vs.,IB&)e encountered information on 3
migrationacross multlple_platf_orms. This sqggests that outreach efforts typically span across various 7
channels to reach potential migrants effectively. ?
3'/ Figure66: Number of platformsusedas sources of migration information
' Mumber of platforms where respondents saw information about migration: — (:
e Below 30 30 years old  Local \
7 All IDP Men Women
“\ respondents E:;’u:'f ?::;1";“ {':’:‘:T";; (N=249)  (N=865)  (N=159) )
No information seen atall [ 9% | = = Jox o= | ex | R =
Seen over 1 platform . 21% . 20% . 23% l 20% . 24% . 20% . 24% ?
}‘!{ Seen over 2 platforms . 23% . 24% . 20% . 22% . 27% . 23% . 24%
Seenover 3 platforms [ 25% B 25 B 25 B 2= B 2 W P A f'
n seen over 4 platforms [ 16% | R | RS | R | R | R | RAk3 > \q
7N Seenover S platforms | 4% | a% | 4% | 4% | 4% | 3% | 4%
‘ ‘ Seen over & platforms | 2% | 2%, | 2% | 1% | 1% | 2% | 2% }
Seen over 7 platforms 0% 0% | 1% | 1% 0% |1% | 1% =
3 '/ Compilation of platforms selected in the previous figure. ;
After inquiring about the type of informatiorespondents have encountered and the kind of platforms - (l
et through which they have accessed this informafiowe asked about the most effective y \1
1‘\ communication methods for delivering campaign messgges Figure 67)A significanmajority of
respondents(84%) favours social media platform$ollowed by TV and radio, reported by 45% of )
respondents Conversely, community workshops, printed materiaad personal counsellingre :
chosen by only 16%, 13%, and 10% of the respondents, respectively. Even whenskegthenting ;
3'/ the data based on demographic characteristgs;ial media platforms remain the top choiccross
B the board(seeFgure &). N\ f|
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Figure67: Effectiveness of campaign messages by communication methods :
Which communication methods in your opinion would be the most effective in reaching you with campaign )
messages? r
Below 30 30 years old Local =\
All IDP Men Women 1
years old and above resident _ _ _
respondents (N=700) (N=319) (N=775) (N=249) (N=B65) (N=159) \
Tv and radio B 45 | R 47% B E3 |l :
SMS 18% 15% 16% 19% 15% 19% 15% ,
Community workshops 16% 16% 16% 15% 19% 16% 18%
Printed materials 13% 14% 1% 13% 12% 14% 9% D fq
Personal counselling 10% B% 12% 9% 12% 10% 9% . \‘
Multiple choice allowed in the responses. )
Cur surveydid not delve into the specific social media platforms used by migrants for informdtitn =
we were interestedn determiningthe most popular channels used in Ir&gsearclirom Statcounter ?
on the usage of social media platforms on all devices (mobile, desktop, tablet) in the year 2023
revealedthat Facebook was the most widely used platform, followed by Instagram and YouTube - (1
(seeFigure68). Y, \I
Figure68: Social mediapopular channels in Iragn 2023 )
=
80% ’-:
70%
60% A (1
7\
50% Q
40% )
=
30% -
20% )
0% \—\—\/\/_ { (‘
7\
0% N
Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec
Facebook InstagrameYouTube = Twitter L
. . . =2
= Pinterest LinkedIn reddit )
*SourceStatCounter Global Statisttps://gs.statcounter.com/sociamediastats/all/irag/2023 (
{

1/

~ Y

Despite the strategic use of messagingessengers, andcommunication channels, migration
information campaigns face several challenges. One such challenge is the consistency and robustness
in evaluating their impact. Many campaigns lack a clearly defined objective or target group, making it
difficult to assess their effeteness A systematic literature review highlighted the need for more
consistent and robust evaluation to better understand the impact of these camp&igns.

Furthermore, while potential migrants are generally aware of the risks associated with irregular

migration there tends to be an overestimation of the chances of sucddss optimism bias can dilute (1
=9
¢\
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the impact of riskawareness campaigns. Therefore, campaigns must not only inform but also address
these cognitive biases by providing tangible alternatieeisregular migration

Assessinghe impact of migration information campaignen potential migrants has revealed
intriguing findings (see Table 8)While 53% d respondents feel that migration information
campaigns discourage migratior32% feel that these campaigns have no significant impact
Conversely10% of respondents lean towards feeling that these campa@rourage potential
(irregular)migrants to migrate, and 5%e not sure what th& impactis.

Table7: Impact of migration information campaigns on potential migrants

In general, how do you perceive the impact of migration information campaigns on potential migrants?

All respondents

They significantly discourage migration 20%
They somewhat discourage migration 33%
They have no significant impact 32%
They somewhat encourage migration 7%
They significantly encourage migration 3%
Mot sure 5%
Total 100%

As previouslymentioned, embracing change is often crucial for addressing past shortcomings and
accomplishing learning and improveme@iuiltivatinga culture of open dialogue becomes paramoun

for facilitating this change. Implementing feedback mechanisms allows fom@yocommunication

and providesa platform forfreely expressing concerns. Since change is integral to campaigns aimed
at altering perceptions, attitudes, and behaviours of potential migrants, it is important to consider
both shortterm and longterm comnunication strategie$’ While many campaigns are shdited

and lack follow ups, maintaimg ongoing, longerm communicationis essential for succes3his
involves updating campaigns as needed, utilising various tool from different organisational resources,
and ensuring sustained engagement over time.
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Drawing from theoretical analysiempirical findingsof the MIRAMI surveyand the qualitative J
interviews with stakeholdes, this report offers valuable insight that can inform the design of an (4

impactful migration information campaign targeted at potenti@regularn) migrants from IraqThe

survey designed by ICMPD and implemented by Social Inquiry in the Kurdistan Region of Iraq explored

the decisioamaking processes and information needs of potential migrants in Iraqg, aiming to foster
awareness about safe and legal migration pathwaysaddress irregular migration through targeted ?
information campaigns. The survey, designesmprehensively, spans various thematic areas, O
including migration history, intentions to migrate, decisimaking processes, social networks of

potential (irregular) migrants, information sources, and demographic backgrounds. Through analysing Q
responses 01,024 individuals from diverse populations across three governorates (Erbil, Dohuk, and
Sulaymaniyah), the survey yields crucial insights into the myriad factors influencing migration
decisions. It underscores the important role of information accessjantity of information given the

varieties in migration aspirations and preparations. The survey findings serve as guiding efforts to craft |
targeted information campaigns to benefit potential (irregular) migrants including IDPs. These ("
targeted campaigns sitl offer accurate and accessible information on alternatives to (irregular)
migration channels, thus contributing to informed migration choices. Hence, this section will Q
summarise the main findings from the research phastheMIRAMIProject.

Demographic profile of potential migrant: l

x ¢KS | BIKR@ERKE L NISPIADFS f YREBNTSFGe A&z 0SS Yl tf
G§KS | 3S > oIzt oMy NRAdBBAMR (nKeS: | A@iGn K A IR KIS
CdzNI KENMANB U0 yi YI 22 NA (i eA Br6 gy tan Hir2 drk S3 MR |
FNB aA YIS/ R ctdl:®S A G K (KSANDYLARBIFEK 8 F xkl & ;
YAINEKWE GSH02 YL SGSR &S OanuNINES NSYRedk®Bl 5o 2AiyKS Y I 2
Sy3alr 3SR Ay GKS I ®X&IrWISNY Rt 2 t &2 GHREHEIA T/ d3fata
26y SNE 18 WIRE SR }
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Demographic profile of a potential irregular migrant:
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Migration history and future projections: }
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Migration intentions

x ¢CKBF NRo@la2yad FT2NJ YAINI oa2YZAgD6 dRS! Sﬁ&gf@y)\l?gﬂ
2F 0SgSNI t AGAYyd O2yRAa2Yy&D

x | AAIYAUOLIyYyld YIFE22NRGe 2F NBaLRYyRSylGa lokss K A
LINA Y NBE RNAOGSNI F2NJ YABOR dz8 y B2 F RX f azbmsu\gf 2y
Op M0 D ¢KS<’YSJKUI§(R®$EfaSOeQS RS&EANB F2NJ osg
AYLNE SR

‘Q

FYRFENR 2F tAQAy3 FY2y3 NB&LRYR

AtS LRtAsOFt AyadloAtadezr t101 27 LJSNﬁQY(L,
bdzSyol { Tl GRISOME A2 &VA TINGSe2 yf NB 02 YL NF 2 §S] @

a
CKSNE Aa | )/QGOSIOfS 3Sy SNX a2yt RADARS A)f

P 7 -

LNBR2YAYFydte Odsy3d t10] 27 CRORYSIMAMY 32 LuER

YAINI a2y gKSNBFIA LREtAaOFt AyadloAfAade Kzt“é(
x lLylteaAa 2TELJ§]@M@®I¥§NLU§NB®SIf&?TI fIlJKDE\)/EdEyMAW
2L NIdzyAaSa | a | RNA @Ay 3 75 2Cid2]NJ GF22yN§] AYBAGIONG (i
KAJKSRYy QHR A& O NA2dzda AybdzSyOAy3 FlOUG2NAZ sg
t SFRao®
Key influencersn decisionmaking }

X

X

CKS A YI22NR{G8 6Byx NEMQIRHEEN Gty LIS NER 3 © S O
SYLKFAAAAYI | aSWMyS (KBS LISNENZ BI2ty ILINEYOSE & ©

2 K8y SELX 2NAY3I (GKS 158 &b dSHaAGES NEp:A v2 FY ANSBNIL
YE{Ay3 GKSANI YAINI o2y OK2AO0S AyRSLIBFBRSPENES
TI¥ATYSYOSNE Ay LNIIJ LXIF& F y2dalotS NBEfST 24

yy ?

(

7 )30 )T BT o T )T T I e



W

/\ O

N\t

Nt

W
I\

€

)

|l RRAo2y Il ffés 020K TNASEBANL 6 M YoMy ORElj 6 R YR K
Sy 02 daN} 3SYS¥FHBYDKY ANRIdA KD
/ x b2ibEwfd 27F NBéLJéQQ@QE«JﬁYQﬂ@@/%ﬁ@é\I-t\abdzéyc“)éN:é
~ SyO2dzNF 3AY3 YAINIe2yd LG A& AYLRNIFyd G2 O /7
& Lldzof A O &S NDKySI@S tNI ZiKESMND {38 v AKIASE ke ozyys {
< IAY&KAL 2NJ FNASYRaKALIO o )
x 1Y2y3d GKS @I NAR2dza AybdzSy OSNINE NE &S 3 2 T I5Y Miyg
ARSYaUSR Fa RA&A02dz2Ny 3AYy3 YAINro2y>X KAIKEA
YAINI 02 yiW REOKAR2ZY B )
), x ChYAfe IyR a20Alf ySdég2Nla LXL& I &aA3yAUO0Ly
< (KS&S ySis2NJO% ySTFSI @@t 6S (KS RAééASY)\er?(‘f
YR adzLlLBR2 NI LRGEGSyslf YAINIylGa Ay KSANJ LINB L]
< MAINI yiGQ& LINBLI NI} G2NE LKIFaSsS
x ¢KS YlI22NRGe 2F NBaALRYRSy(&d o6pcFaNKNEFINY G
AYRAOIFay3d || LINBGFYSyd (KO aaRAUBERAWVISREIAZ | o 2 «
x 1y2y3 GKz2asS tA1Ste (G2 YAINDBSU 624 Yoyt RSO 10
/4 LINB LI NISG ZNANB &> &ddz33Sdsy3d | NBEENDAYUSYHAFKS
A dBNE dzZlJe | 26 SOSNE | a4A3IYAUOL y (LING L32NIRSIRY 363y {7
FEAIyda 6AGK GKSANI adF3GSR t26 AylGSyezya 02 VAL
< x LYF2NXIl a2y G KSNAY3 2y GKS Sﬁ)hﬁﬁﬁé@Nﬁlﬂ?ﬁ?ﬁfﬁi’y@éaQ

IN

/\

IN

7\

/

I\

/\

IN

A £ t NE AINBYREBYd )Yz

3
AyAolst NBLEBINISR 08 H¥EYR2B
2NBa GUKS LA@20Ft NPt

YA INloly® ¢ KAa dzy RSNARO?2 S

2F YAINBARAK SOSYy wmm: 2F GK2aS dzyt A1Sfte 2 -
b2 ( o @S NI LIS NODS /12 Aok &F KR AINR INSaaSR G2
LINBLI N} 02NE | Oa2yas &dzOKF 2N IGRyAIE iOey@S FAN m@y@;
Gral o @&t 6 SOay3d NBIjdzANBR R20dzySyiha omm:03 2y
I Of SINJ RAdayOea2y A& SOARSYylU 0SisSSy GK23&S
F2NYSN AyoSasdyd LNBENE NSG2NE | OaBArAoaSad ¢K N
AYAolf AYyF2NXIo2y Il GKSNAY3 m@ﬂﬂ&@éyz@s@médﬁéu
G2 YAIANI a@%y QNFIRS OISGo 2y a> S| OK O2yoey3dSyid dzLi2
Y2 yKaS (NB & LBRSKINAES Sy3IF ISR AYKHLBMB LA N G2 BE J&X
uKN.B%)\YEyuKa 2y LINBILE N &8 K NGy (KA L2 NB  diKE v

Y2§KaZ | yR AKIY wyNAREYERKRDZ £83S | ddyiR SNJRen LI Nb O

fA1Ste NS WRNE A:NRF 0adS Ay AYyAslay3d LINBLI NI
FYR d2@AFRAyHE gA0GK (GKSANI KAIKSNI 6§SyRSyOe G2 |
ndz 2F NBaLRYRSyi(Ga NPEFORYWASAMINGEWA & BINBX FRBY (
)\ézyamadih@)@ﬁa FEt 138 INRPdAN2gazit AORBKNB&A RSBK
(2 ©S5DAGLBRYARNAKAL FNB YR LiKS ya2idizymE ﬁ)%dzNﬁREl}éL
LI Nb Odzt F NI & FY2y3 GKS @2dy/ISNI I 3IS O2RRAJ OH

aAH)/)\UCﬁIdezl\ID?Sdzy’FFQN\IJEfRSNJ NBalLR2yRSyGa oHd@:
Y2y3 RAGSNBYG Ay Oz%SE K3 N dzlIng mmxmawzlﬁyé
B L NI Ry iy fyAQiSe G KSANI YA INI 02y ENEIZNY2SRY2 Yot K
tASR dzllzy ®%0diKSA SL S NYAMEAIINE EK K | yi Bm B roh 4 )5
fyazr 02K FNEY ol iNB 1 §Ra LINAVYEE [ ONRSAH:
( SNBlaveayad dEKH 2 S YAMEQESIGIE 2Y | 22 NX 08 NALZ ¥ §X yia fl
wﬂ:zwnﬁem:z 62dd R 08 &LRYya2NBRADE LIMNBFESE 2 b/
yoé (KB A NI 22 dzNy S 8

Ay 30 NIGKESH 2 ONK B 4 A BESeEa NS 8 o NI 55 B
yS opwi03 6KAES wpz YSyez2y (KI Xﬂ(lS;éRﬂ}é;i
U
3

@><

(

v R (/)> Z
Q< (»

NI ME: GAGK TNKSYRREIGH b2 Kb R GEidR &X BK cf:
oy3 GKS LIBSNDSLB2y 2F | 38pda Fa T OAf

y ®

I
|
N
N
[
L
)
U
w
I
I
a

a<*w<0<ww
IJJNJNJLU_

-

It U, IANOAN , TN IR, TAOrC T (



N\t

N

W
I\

L
I\

S

IN

7\

N

/\

N

/\

IN

/\

IN

7\

/

I\

/\

N

X

WO

ClEYAf @ AyallaNIdjK SS YLSNGEYS MBF HE MNDOBSy o £ YA INI YA
NE&LRZYRSYyGa AYRAOFay3 (G(KA&Z LINAYFNAE & NBNRORR]
0KS ySE(42aaNPHFIOIOF NI VluA:t0e 2 0 SR yVEA DNIFERAEIR N
FNRBY TFlFYAf& I 0NRKR O2yYRJI NiTJo DER & méa&méuzvvz?@
LJNEQJAF“&)\;/H Uyl yOAal € adzLJL2 NI FyR FTNASYRA 2U§N
FILOAfAGI G2NAR D CdzNI &S NRS2ONB NBH wauzmlmqfﬂzwéi
Fye2niBrS NI aidl {SK2f RSNE adzOK | a EIZQSN\VYSYU

YAINIyGazr O2YYdzyAideée ySGé2N)l & YR avYdza3at SN |'

Migration challenges: }

X

EH}'KI\ESaLJZy’RSFqu(SSf@E&WSNJfS)/EISé AY NN} y3IAyYy3 /L
0

§
02Ya7\au8)/u gAGK LINBGA 2 dza YRAY3Ia& AYRAOlIay3
ny2F ARSY oI 2FAYIAL a4 + OKFHtESy3sSao !F?I?)\(ié
2001 NBPAYANBR R20dzySyida FyR ylI B3 IOAYIE RO daNeB | odps
0 H 2F NBalLRyRSyGaszs NBalLlSOa@gSteo

x bailoftés UYyRAYy3a I ONBRAOES [3Syid | yR | Ol dzA NAYy
Ll2aS aA3ayAUOFyd OKFffSy3aS F2NJ wm: FyR mMo:z] 2
adzaA3Said 2o0aidl 0t Sa Ay I 00SaaAy 35S NBE2ayiFtpaNT KBy K&
ONBRAO(28a2ASYMESKR (2 06S KAIK 2y GKS tAado

x 2KSYy SEFYAYyAy3d GKS OKIRXSyREEH KIOBBHROSMENRE S N3 %
GKS Y2aBaARA YOl o/ IA YT FdzyRax F2ftf26SR o8 OK{J
ééc}dzNJ\ya I-C)C)ZYYZVI-az)[éAAy 0KS RSédsymaz OAGSdy G
200GFAYAY3a + GAral |a GKSANI LINAYFNEB OKIFffSy3asSe

Information confidence levelsandrisk awareness 3

X

ne: 2F NBALRYRSyda NBLRNI KIFIgGgAy3d 2268086 7
KBSEGSYaArAd&S OBHNBEAYRYRBRSY Sy 2S5k ORSRIFYRFIZEN I 6 2 v

2NINBSdzt t &8 | 61 INBOE&& KRGBFFN®H o 2 v f?’
f> Mo 2F NBaLRYyRSy(Ga SELNSYH 2 KXBEK? j

h @S NJ ¢

AL GKSNBRAE S ndz | NB Ly RGNk ISHe®mra K2 yBBE§ral i f &
O2yURSYG Ay (GKS AyT2NF»Ryo2020RSOX SIRE  H{yTRQ e
2 KSy GKS a2 dNOER @5 NIAWSRANIEH NGNGB /LE vIRSFSita Q2 T}
O2yURSYOS 2y GKS I O00dzNi2Fal NBIRA SING2 Ny F D IR A Ay,

| 26 SOSNE 2 ya St SOUYS\RY 20NRSIERS & 2 daNdaG R 102 Ya2R QISIRE é
FFrYAf&@ YR TNASYRaO®

T 2F NBalLRyRSyaa FSSt (GKIFIG GKS@ I NB ?dszg.,
YAINRY REBIKS KAIK t S@SHE: 220F |NR®URSRRASY (a4 K gS) 7

FNR Sy RRES dhoyy [iok2yY IO Rzyiidie 2F GKSY 2001 aﬁzwﬂffe

FOOdz2NF S AYyF2NNI a2y ®

(K2ASTERE NBKFR (F 2AF FRINIASNI £ S 3 12 NI Ny F kel SLJIF b YEATSoNG
AYRAOFGS | £101 2F gl NBySaa NBIIFNRAyY3 LJSOQ?(
R2 OdzvuS y (i &

22N)] IRBRSFHBEBSRKS Y25Ja£$f875fﬂﬁﬂb\lﬂ$2y 08 nH: 27F lhﬂ
F2fft26SR 0& KdzYl yA#iA &ARD wymwm&a&w&m@&amw g
NE&LIS®o@FStRAI VKB SKIAK INBSWB 2Ll2ya | OF®f | of

2KAtES B62N] oJAata NP O2yaARSNBR (KS Yvzad S;)\
LISNDSyNB&aSR gRSy Ga GKFG SAGKSNI FSSta AyStAIA

2 KSy SEFYBFA§aAYyAINPy26f SRIS 2y | 00Saa G2 N
O2dzyI NAB &I LILISF NBE G KIF G NB&HdzB B RIS AMOAEE QLIS WERS eSS
LISNDSAGSR RAYOdA (8 Aa adt @ySaO@GaThI ¥y O8 ydé «:{iﬂ
wSadz 64 AYyRAOLFGS uKIu SAENDY OG K S LEZ OIS RPBREY é ‘
I OOSLIil yOSs | O0S&aaAay3 dzySyLxX 2evySyid oSySuUi

ﬁh

7 )30 )T BT o T )T T I e



N\t

N\t
/\

N

W
I\

L
I\

N

IN

7\

N

/\

N

/\

IN

IN

7\

/

I\

/\

N

&
)

AV OdHF 1A VISR yi RGNENIPIAKO SLAS NB 2y Q2
t AyOfpdzarzys K2daAy3s SYLX 28 ¥S

tIyEIdzm
0 & dzOK

- m
w»
&
No
N Z
&
puls

Messagn
e e

¢KS YoSyUSUOA I £ Ay NBERNI gvRY Gl & yK S\yLT DY OB KF O)\‘Q
O02al 2F GKS KVMYBMNSG o2§531212 dNYVBRRo NP |j CINRD § 5 yééCD(r
t20Syal f NA &l a INE REMNFBdzt (1) vE3 Nig-Kg‘szys le
h@dSNIffxX GKS YFI22NAGe 2F NBaLRyRSyida O2yairRS
I-éLJSOGé,NJAéfI-'AdSF? 02 YAINI @2y Ad AYLRNI L yd ?I\}Jc
yo: 2F GKS N:SéLJzyRsyUaz F2NJ SEF YLX ST @It dzS /A
2N OSNE GX¥LRAA kVB¢ON$aSE¢RSy’1m~& @Fdzt R NXBIjd

y o) G GKS LINRPOSaasa FyR NBI dzA NBEYS)
LyTzNJfl-azy 2y GKS Nrajla 2F (GKS 22daN)ySeéz | R¢
|.

z

F3Sydas F YR O00Saa G2 tS3rt | RGAOS &aod2NB
NBALRYRSY(Gas NBaLISOagStes O2yad RSENAY I GKSY JA
Credible messengers }

5S4LAGS RNBIMAF SEE8SY] 82 NPLmSEOFNE m[lmyanJ@
LINE OESSASNIHARY 3 Y S & NSy 3NBTESpS oYX & 6 IBY B2 NI y OS ;
NBGdzNY SS& & AybdzSy OSINGNAOYdzI BdNI (2 dzNIKSSe  LIZAATUNC
NBGdzN)ySSa YAIKG 6S NBFSNNBR (G2 Fa FrYAfe& |
YAIANr a2y aidl (dzao

LYEISYAYKEIAY2aG AYLI Oldzxz APgEKESFOSMR B SRIASZIININE
Ay GKS OF YLI AIFaXYAXE® NBYSBNASYKY @&mid§ Hanbds GKS
gSttK21a8 ¢K2 LINPGARS (KS Y2aild adzaldR®I Ay (KS
la YRUSBI NI ABADINRASVABRE2 GWESIYE & & 3 SIEINIAYIbNIES yBF'S
SYyO2dNI IAYB2¥3A8NB2Y ® Ydzald o6S y23SR GKId AL
NEBalLR2yRSyiGa NBFSNI (2 YAIKG oS aravLxe 2YOSN
G§KSANI SOSNERI & fAQ@Sao® )

Effective channels of communication and information
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Lessons for the Information Campaigns: J

¢CKS LhaQa tdzotAO /2YYdzyAOFGA2Yy [/ FYLIAIY ¢22f]
utilising various communication channels to maximise campaign reach and engagement. Effective
communication in all humanitarian and migration scenarios necessit@twoway exchange. This is ?
particularly crucial given the dynamic nature of the information sphere, constantly shaped by
advancing technology and growing connectivity. As a result, communication methods are swiftly O
evolving. This evolution is espetyahotable in communication campaigns, where a major challenge

lies in understanding audiences, communication channels, and cofitexdesigning the campaigns, <7\(
it would be useful tod2 yadzZ G ¢AGK (KS Inkancugionght M bitek ta graftii 2 2 € i
impactful campaigns, below are somecommendations
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The more targeted the campaign, the stronger its impact
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awarenessgaisingcampaigns
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MIRAMI Survey

interviewer. Field researcher name:
(LIST)

governorate. Governorate of interview:
(LIST)

district. District:
(LIST)

location. Location name:
(LIST)

Introduction

The International Centre for Migration Policy Development invites you to participate in its MIRAMI
survey. A survey designed to collect insights about peoples decision-making process and information
needs for potential migrants in Iraq. It is part of a research project that aims at increasing awareness
on safe and legal migration and reducing irregular migration though the development of targeted
migration information campaigns.

Your responses will contribute to a better understanding of the information needs regarding migration
preparation. The insights you provide will play a crucial role in shaping an awareness campaign
aimed at assisting potential migrants and internally displaced persons (IDPs) in Iraq. The campaign
aims to offer well-rounded information about migration options, legal pathways, skill development, and
the realities of irregular migration. Your input will help tailor this campaign to your needs and ensure
its effectiveness. Your participation is greatly valued and entirely voluntary. By completing the survey,
you agree that the data will be used and analysed. You may choose not to participate. If you decide
not to continue, you may also withdraw at any time.

It will take about minutes to fill out the questionnaire. Your responses will be confidential, and
we do not collect identifying information such as your name or address. We can assure you that all
answers are anonymous, and the survey has no bearing on your situation.

All data is stored in a server. To help protect your confidentiality, the survey will not contain
information that will personally identify you. At the end of the survey, you may choose to provide us
with your email address, so we can contact you for future research. The results of this survey will be
used for research purposes only. This research and project have been reviewed and accepted
according to the EU regulations and procedures of conducting research.

Selecting the ‘agree’ button below indicates that:
e You have read the above information.
e You voluntarily agree to participate.
e You are at least 18 years of age.

If you do not wish to participate in the research study, please decline participation by clicking on the
‘disagree’ button, or ‘agree’ to continue.

consent. Do you wish to continue?

1 Yes
2 No
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language. Language used for the interview:
1 Kurdish
2 Arabic
3 Assyrian

Section A: Introductory questions

E\' Ved
4 ,‘ IN®
J/
R

int1. a1. Are you an Iraqi national? )
=
1 Yes -

2 No ;

VD
N

int2. a2. Are you considering migrating out of Iraq?

| do not think about migrating

| sometimes think about migrating

| often think about migrating

| have already made some plans about migrating
| have already tried to migrate

J/
Lo aa\

[
&/
ADWN =

1)

int3. [if int2 = 5] a3. Are you considering migrating out of Iraq?
1 Yes
2 No

[Questionnaire to proceed if a1 = 1 and a2 = 2-3-4-5 or a3 = 1]

a\' VD
A/ x N
J
Lo\

Section B: Migration History (6 questions)
1 will begin by asking you some questions about your migration history.

1)

V=
N

b1. Have you ever lived outside Iraq?
1 Yes
2 No
90 [Do not read] Prefer not to say

\J/

&'
L4\
T\

b2. [if b1 = 1] How much time did you spend abroad?
1 Less than a year
2 Between 1 year and 5 years
3 More than 5 years
90 [Do not read] Prefer not to say

V D
™
\ 1/ -y N
faa\ “

b3. [if b1 = 1] Which country have your returned from?
(TEXT)

@x\'
/N

b4. [if b1 = 1] When did you return? Write the year.
(NUMBER)

1)

VD
N

b5. [if b1 = 1] What were the reasons that made you return to Iraq?
[Multiple choice]

1 Improved political conditions

2 Improved economic conditions

3 Improved social conditions

4 Completed education abroad

5 Completed work contract abroad
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6 | was forced too by family

7 | was deported by host country
/ 8 Family reunification failed so | returned to my family
= 9 | just wanted to return back home

60 Other (please specify)
90 [Do not read] Prefer not to say

4 /“ ‘-4

N

SN
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b6. [if b1 = 1] Did you apply for a visa before going to that country?
1 Yes
2 No
90 [Do not read] Prefer not to say
z Section C: Migration Intentions and Decision-Making Processes/Motivations (22 questions)
s Now | will ask you some questions about your migration intentions and decision-making
< process and your motivations and preparations
c1. How likely are you to migrate to another country in the near future?
1 Not likely at all
2  Slightly unlikely
3 Somewhat likely
4 Very likely
b 80 [Do not read] Do not know
\ c2. [if c1 = 3 or 4] When do you think you will migrate?
1 Inless than two years
2 Between 2 and 5 years
3 Inmore than 5 years
"/ 80 [Do not read] Do not know
o c3. [if c1 =1 or 2 or 80] What are the main reasons for not considering migrating to another
e country yet? Choose two maximum.
N\ [Multiple choice]
’ 1 | am satisfied with my living standards in current location
2 1 do not have the resources to migrate
3 | have family obligations
4 My family and friends live here
{ 5 The journey is too difficult
6 |lack enough information
7 1do not have a network there
8 | cannot secure a job there beforehand
60 Other (please specify)
90 [Do not read] Prefer not to say
c4. [if c1 = 3 or 4] What are the top three factors that are influencing your decision to migrate?
/ [Do not read the options, let the respondent explain. Select maximum 3 options.]
= [Multiple choice]
: 1 Lack of economic opportunities
yes 2 Political instability
\ 3 Unstable security conditions
; 4 Lack of personal freedom
5 Lack of education opportunities
: 6 Family re-unification
£
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7 Bad quality of life and well-being
8 Climate change

60 Other (please specify)

90 [Do not read] Prefer not to say

(1)

Vi
N™
"

I8
~

c5. Who are the key influencers in your decision-making process regarding migration?
[Multiple choice]

No one

Family members in Iraq
Family members abroad
Friends in Iraq

Friends abroad

Returnees from migration
Religious leaders

Tribal leaders

Other community leaders

10 Government officials

60 Other (please specify)

90 [Do not read] Prefer not to say
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c6. [if c5 is not 1 or 60 or 90] What type of influence did they have on your decision-making
process?
[Answer only for the influencers that were picked in C4]

S\'
4
\\/
T\

1 Encourage 2 Discourage 3 No Influence )
c6_2. Family members in Iraq :
c6_3. Family members abroad )

3 '/ c6_4. Friends in Iraq
ey c6_5. Friends abroad (
c6_6. Returnees — {
oo c6_7. Religious leaders \‘
2 ‘\ c6_8. Tribal leaders
c6_9. Other community leaders )
c6_10. Government officials et
D
‘ ' c7. Is it your own choice to migrate? )
> 4 1 Yes
x 2 No

90 [Do not read] Prefer not to say

\'
L4\
1/
faa\

c8. [if c7 = 2] Is someone else pressuring you to migrate? )
1 Yes -
2 No ?

90 [Do not read] Prefer not to say

VD
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c9. [if c8 = 1] How are they pressuring you?
[Multiple choice]

J/
Lo\

- - 1 Threats

1 ‘\ 2 Family pressure
3 Violence )
4 Kidnapping :

2% 1S
J/
Lo s\

M H

[~
N

|
o

}\1
X,
4
}\“-
Ky
4
X
7

e



J -
)

\
AN
v
Y

5 Coercion
60 Other (please specify)
90 [Do not read] Prefer not to say

(1)

RS

¢10. Which country are you considering migrating to as a final destination? Only one option

J/
Laaaa\

7 < allowed.
‘ ‘ 1 No specific destination )
2 Sweden ’o
3 Germany =
‘ ' 4 UK )
\ o, p
anada
7 Australia > {
8 Turkey \‘
9 Jordan

[
/N

60 Other (please specify)
80 [Do not read] Do not know
90 [Do not read] Prefer not to say

1)

L/~
N

c11. [if c10 = 2-9] What are the reasons for choosing the above destination? Choose maximum

3 options. A (1
[Multiple choice] 7 \1

1 Better economic opportunities
2 Political stability

3 Improved quality of life

4 Family already residing there
5 Cultural or linguistic familiarity
6

7

8

9

S\'
4

V=
N

Presence of job opportunities in specific industries
Peace and safety

Always wanted to live there

Popular destination among migrants

Education

11 Ease of asylum procedure

60 Other (please specify)

90 [Do not read] Prefer not to say
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1/
T\

1)

c12. What type of information or support would help you make a more informed decision about
migration? Rate each on a scale from 1 to 5, with 1 being ‘Not important and 5 being ‘Very
important’.

IS

\'
L4\
1/
faa\

e ¢12_1. Detailed information about legal migration processes and requirements
Not important

1)

1
2
3
4

VD
N

5 Very important
e c12_2. Personal stories or testimonials from migrants who have successfully followed
legal pathways
1 Not important
2
3
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4

5 Very important

c12_3. Access to legal advice from migration experts
1 Not important

(1)
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\J/
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5 Very important
e c¢12_4. Information on potential risks and challenges associated with irregular migration
Not important
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5 Very important

¢12_5. Information on the costs of the journey

1 Not important

2

3

4

5 Very important

e c12_6. Advice on how to assess the credibility of migration agents
1 Not important
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5 Very important

e c12_7. [Optional] Please add any other information you would like to have but not
mentioned above. Leave blank if nothing to add.
(TEXT)

l/‘
N
\ 1/ Sy N
P (]

c13. Have you taken any preparatory steps for migrating to another country?
[Multiple choice]

Not yet

| have gathered information on migrating to the preferred country of destination
| have contacted friends and family for assistance

| have applied for a passport

| have applied for a visa to the intended country of destination

| have collected the required documents

| have contacted an agent

| have made payment to an agent

| have booked a ticket for the full or part of the journey

10 1am learning the relevant language of the destination country

60 Other (please specify)

90 [Do not read] Prefer not to say
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c14. [if ¢13 != 1 and 90] How long did it take you to go through the preparation steps?
Less than a month
1 — 3 months
3 — 6 months
More than 6 months
0 [Do not read] Prefer not to say
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